A Brief Summary 
ſary to be known and dong 
Expoſition and Enlarger 5 arr the Ga ATECH1S M, 
ordered by the Church of gland; with Medita- 
tions and Prayers ſuitable to their reſpective Sub- 


Qs, and the Points of Doctrine herein explained. 
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Anſwwer, A ſhort and plain Inſtruction, 


12 


che moſt neceſſary and fundamental Parts of KD 


Religion, ſuch as all Chriſtians ought to 


F. 


Y 


the CHURCH oO 


2. What mean you 
ENdLAND? 


A. That Society or Body of Chriſtians „Who, 


according to the Eſtabliſhment of the Church 
of England, hold the Neceſſity of worſhiping 
GOD in publick, under the Government of 
2 religious Society by Biſhops, Frieſfi, and 
Deacons, and therefore ſettled by Law, as 
moſt agreable to the Apoſtolick Inſtitution, 
by laying on of Handi, and to that of the pri- 
mitive incorrupt Ages of Chriſtianity. 
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9 In ContradifiinQion tocheie Opinion, abe 
leny the Neceſſity "of Epiſcopal Ordtnation; 
affirming it ſufficient to ſet apart ſome Perfous 

I for' che publick Seryice of. Almighty. GOD, 

WO who | may deem themſelves called, and t here- 

fore in Chriſtian Charity now tolerated in 
— Glens | 
What is your Name? 15 
2 Wy p 3 the Carechiſ n 1555 with, What 
is your Name? \#. 
of {. To put the Perſon i in N ind "of 85 ; Bap- 
tiſm , and as an raly Introduction to "thole 

[+1 55Hy things which, depend upon 4 51 k 

: 2 How does your aſking a. Perſon bis Name 

put bim in mind of bis Baptiſm? ; 

* Becauſe it has been the Cuſtom of the 
Chriſtian Church to give the Name. then, 
received from the Jeu, Who uſed to give it 
At Circumciſion: Then it was given to Iſaac, 
Gen. XXI. 3, 4. And Abrabam called the Name 

Fo of bis Son, whom Sarab bare to him, Iſaac; and 


. . 1 Abraham "circumciſed bis Hon, being eight Days 


F ” 


b _—. a 50 D bad commanded him. 


1 [his alſo appears (at. the Birth of John the 
3 Ba pult,) Luke * 59, 60. Aud it came to fai, 
=. | | that 
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FM — en Doy FIRE tame ic e 
the Child; aud they, called him Zacharias, after 
' the Name of bis Father: and bis Mother an- 
bee, an Jed, bh fo; . * al be 


=O: uur kimfelf allo hdd ta this 
Guſtom.: Luke II. 2 1. And auben eight Dayi mere 
_ accompliſhed for the circumciſing of | the Child, 
bis Name was called Jeſus, which was. fs. named 
of the Angel __ TE: was re ang m the 
Wonb.- 6 
” S Who gave you that Name? 5 
A. My Godfathers and e 
in my Baptiſm , wherein J was made a 
Member of Chriſt, the Child of GOD; 
and an Jnheritor of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 
2 Why bave Children God. Allr and Gel: 
mothers at their Baptiſm ? 
A. Becauſe Infants cannot covenant, or 
enter into any Agreement for themſelves; 
and whereas Children, as well as adult Pere 
ſons, are intitled to the Inſtitution of Baptiſm, 
(whereby the Chiſtian enters into Obligations 
| | of Obedience; in Conſequence of which, GOD 
| 3 eternal Happineſs) it becomes neceſ- 
90 42 ſary, 


Chriſt, who „ it, Math. XXVIII. 19. 
e 
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fary,. that ſome ' Perſons ſhould ſti pulate and 

covenant in their Names for them. 
©, What is then the "ta and God- 
mot bers Duty? 

A. To ſee that the Child bb nde! 
with the Nature of this Obligation and Vow, 
which. it hath entred into by Baptiſm, that it 
may both underſtand and obſerve it. > 

2, M bat Aut bority is there for chu, 

and Cod · mother? 


A. The Chriſtian Church appointed . 


as a greater Security for the Child's Chriſtian 


Education, firſt thought expedient in times of 


Perſecution, when it might loſe its Parents; 


and now continued as an ditions) Help, in 
caſe they ſhould die before the Child comes 


to Years of Diſcretion, 


And the Jews have their Sponſors. at Cir- 
cumciſion; and ſome think this is meant by 


the faitbful Witneſſes Iſaiah took at the Birth 


and naming of the Son of the Propheteſs 


Jai. VIII. 2. 


©. How do you prove the Neceſfi of Bap- 
tiſm; or that all Perſons ought to be baptiſed? 
A. From the Command and Inſtitution of 


' Venant with GOD too. 


them in tbe Name of the Father, ond of the: * 
and of the Holy Ghoſt.” 
From Chriſt's own Saying, Mark XVI. 1 L 


He that believeth, and is baptized, ſball be ſav- 


ed. John III. 5. Except a Man be born of Wa- 


ter and of the _— be cannot enter into 90 


Kingdom of God. 

And the Resale * . ae Pers 
ſons to be baptized in tbe Name of Feſus Chriſt, 
for the Remiſſion of Sins, Acts II. 38. . 

2 On what Ground and I” deth this 
fand? „„ 95 £ 


A. On this, that none can kave an ordine- 


ry Right or Title to the Chriſtian Covenant, 


that is not admitted to it in this way; ſince 
Chriſt hath appointed, that with the Mouth 


Confeſſion ſhould be made 1 wnto | Salvation, Rom. 
KX. 10% ©4115 

2 How come We, to 75 capable of Bap- 

tiſm, and bow do you prove they are ſo? 

A. The Jewiſh Children were admitted in- 


to Coyenant with GOD by Circumciſion at 


eight Days old; and the Children of Chriſtians 


would be in a worſe Condition than thoſe of 


the Jews, if they were not admitted into Ce- 


2 


AND "PRACTICE: 3 
Eo ye therefore and teach all Nations, baptizing 
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baptized and ber Houſhold, Als XVI 15. Of 
ide Gavler, who war baptized, and all bis, 
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wy Hoe FA * WI aries 1 . 
A. From the Inſtance of Lydia, inks ws 


ftraightmay, Ver. 33. Among which two Fa- 
milies, it is very probable there were ſome 
Children. Beſides, it was a Cuſtom among the 
Jews, when a Proſelyte was made, to have 
his Children circumciſed as well as ho.” © 
2 Why, was there not a particular Com- 
mand for tbe baptizing of Infants, or In. 
fants expreſſed in the Command? 
A. It was not neceſſary, becauſe being i in- 
ſtituted in the room of Circumcifion, (by 
which Children, as well as others, were ad- 
raitted into the Covenant of GOD, ) Silence 
is a ſufficient Argument, they likewiſe are 


not excluded from Baptiſm for if Chriſt had 


deſigned to aboliſh that Part of the Covenant, 
and to deprive Children of this Benefit, bs 
would rather have given an bas ai Com- 
mand againſt it. 


2 What otber Place in Seriptre proves b.. . 


: fa ant-Bajtiſm? 

"i That of 1 Cor. VII. 14. Blſe- were zun 

Bib wnclean ; ; but now are they 19-4 They 
having 
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having 3 ee w en aber of their 


whereof he is the Head; ſo, to be a Member 


ä K Body, viz. the Chriſtian Church. 
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Pare being Chriſtians: 


bat are the Benefits. of Bana, er 


what Advantages have er * bring 
baptred? 
KP They are thertby tnide- Members of 
Chriſt Children of God, and. Jnheritou2s 
of the Kingdom of Heaven; that is, they 
have a Title to all theſe Benefits, by Chriſtia+ 


nity and the Covenant of Grace, which Chriſt 


has purchaſed, and the Goſpel propoſed. 
2M bat i5 it to be 4 Member of Chiiſt? 
A. The Church is Chriſt's Myſtical Body, 


of Chriſt, 3 is to be a Member of that. Col. . 
18. He is the Head of the" Boch, tbe \Charch, 
Epheſ. 1. 2 3. The Cbure h, hieb i hif Body. 


1 Cor. XII. 27. Te are the Body of che nd 


Members in particular. And Ver. 4 3. For by 
one Spirit ate we all baptized.iito one Body, Ver, 


| T2, As the Boch is one, and bath many Members, 


und Jul the Members of that one Body, being ma- 
uy, are one Body; fo alſo is Chriſt": That is, 
He the Head, and we the Members, both con- 


Alu Chri riflian by. Baptiſm admitted i into a 
B Parli- 
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Into the Univerſal we Catholick Church, 


. 105 therefore is a Member of the whole Body, 


or ſpiritual Society of Chriſtians, over all the 


World; and, if rightly baptized, is not to be 
| baptized again, though he ſhould go to ano- 


ther Church, or a different dale o, Chri- 
ſian Worſhip. 


Boch, or ſpiritual Society? 
A. The Chriſtian Charter, or Covenant of 
Erace, by which they are united in one Body, 


and enjoy ſuch Privileges as belong to them 


by the Spirit? 

es; true Chriſtians are, Re Og are * 
ing, not dead, Members of Chriſt $ Body, and 
who have vital Influences of Grace n 


to them from him, as their Head. 
Lbs How is a baptized N 4 Child of 


GOD? 
EY As he is thereby e into a better 


Kate: of Love and Favour with G0 D chan 
he had by Nature; Bobeſ- II. 3. For ly Na- 
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"ry ae were "tbe Children f an 8 45 e- 
thers; - but by the Grace ol Chriſtianity, and 
; by by Baptiſm, we are received as adopted Chit. 
dren and Heirs into the Family of Chriſt, and 
made Heirs of GO D, and have, a Title to 
Heaven. 

Q. What is Adoption? 

A. Admitting and owning one 28 4 Child, 
who is not ſo born; and thus Chriſtians are 
the Children of G OD by Faitb in Chri rift Teſus, 
Gal III. 26. And are predeſtinated to the A- 
8 of Children by Jeſus Chriſt. 

ere nor abe Jews Children of G 60D: 

A. As they were in Covenant with bin, 

and fo in a better State than the Heathen or 
Gentiles, (who were not ſo.) they were call 
ed the Children - of ibe Lord, Deut. XIV. 1. 
And 22 III. 28. the Children of the 1 75 
which. GOD made. with their Fathers, 

in reſpeR of Chriſtians, they were he in $5 

lervile State, as the Apoſtle repreſents them, 

Gal. IV. J. when Chriſt came to redeem them 

that were under the Law, . that they might re- 

ceive tbe. ne of Sons, by being made Chri- 
fins. 3 Rte 

'Q Ho are re Perſon y Balis, i 5 ny ww 
1181 * B he⸗ 


ſure and unchangeable, if Men perform their 
Part; for, Rom. VIII. 16, 17. ibe Spirit it ſelf 


10 | CHRISFLON ol, abe 
heritors of the Kingdom of Heaven? 


W . ; { . . : raya, 4 
Wo 


A. By Vertue of GOD's Promiſe, which is 


beareth witneſs with our , that we arg the 
Children of GO D. And if Children, then Heirs, 
Heirs of GOD, and Joint · Heirs with Chriſt . | 
If fo be that we ſuffer with bim, that. we may 
be alſo glorified tegel ber. Pens PR 


Q. What Advantages does the Cbr iſtian reap 


in the Enjoyment 7 theſe glorious Privi- 
1 
A. The comfortable Affirance of being en- 
titled to eternal Happineſs: 
Q. W berein conſiſts the Happineſs of a good 
Criftian? FT 
A. In that he i is one, who has CHRIST 
for his Head, GOD for his Father, and 


Heaven, with all its Glories, which are eter · 


nal, for his Inheritance; Bleſſings which are 
incondeinable and unutterable. 
* F a good C briftian is entitled to theſe 


S446 4 


Ve, what mut the Portion of ax an 
evil Chriſtian —_ | 


1 Miſery inſupportable, inaſmuch as he 


bag Co for his Engooy, the Devil for his 


dr 0 


. Bo, Father, 
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Father w_ being A Child Fr Dal, and 
Hell, with all its Miſery and Torment, for 
his everlaſting Doom, _ 
Q. Mbich of. theſe Conditions 47 you. b: 
A. ' Undoubtedly Life eternal ; and 1 adore. 
the Goodneſs of G O D, Who has bet. before 
me Life and Death, with the Liberty of chuſ-, 


ing. 


mw" Are there any in the world, who embrace 
Death rather than Life? * W 
A. It is too viſible there are; and ſuch is 


the Infatuation of raſh Sinners, that, enſlaved. 


by 'Luft and unruly Paſſions, they heedleſly 
chuſe the Service of the Devil before that of 
GOD, and Hell before Heaven, Rom. III. 
8. whoſe Damnation is juſt Death being their 
own choice. 


-Q. Tell me what jo you muſt #5 7% obtain Iife 


eternal, which is the wiſeſt choice? 
A. I muſt, Luke X. 27, 28, love the Lord 


my G OD with all my Heart, and with all my. | 


Hul, and with all my Strength, and with: all my 


Mind, and my Neighbour as my ſelf; which if 
I do, I am aſſured by Truth it ſelf, that ! 
ſhall live; that is, if I truly loye GOD, I. 


ſhall live, beloved by him to all Eternity. 
2 is Where 
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. Wherein does divine Love, or the Love of 
"60 D conſiſt? BY 


10 ; 5 27 1 + 5 4 L 


4 The Love of 60D is rather a \ Grace to. 
be felt than defined, ſo that 1 can do no more 


than rudely Aeſcribe it: It is the general In- 


1 1 


elination and Tendency of the whole Man, 


* rk I; 


- * 
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of all his Heart and Soul and Strength, of all 


his Powers and Affections, and of the utmoſt 


Strength of them all to GOD, as his chief, 
only, perfect and infinite Good. 
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The MEDITATIO] | 


AS: a dy ge, 7 chift, 1 maſt owl ok 
upon my ſelf « W on the Rudiments 
of chriſtian Knowledge, which ſo far exceed 


all worldly wiſdom, as Earth is excelled by 


4 


5 Heaven, and Time by Eternity. | 


. AND, bow. can I more, regularly enter on 
this Enquiry, than by calling to mind the 
Bleſling 1 received when I had firſt my Chri- 
ſtian Name given me, of being initiated into. 


the Church of GOD. by Baptiſm. 


As the Jews of old were admitted into 
GO D's Peculium by the diſtinguiſhing, Mark 
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immature or natural Death, 


expect from. them; yet by 


my : 4nd FRA 7 E oY 


ef Cireumeiſſon, which Hot only. Iſaac Fl 
St. John the Baptiſt, but eren our Bleſſed 
Saviour, himſelf (1 that the Law of Meſes might 
not be broken) ſubmitted to. 

So neither was 1 left to. the Uncertainty 
of human, Events; for, leſt by, | Perſecution, 


be taken from me before I came to Years of 
Diſcretion, the Church, my, indulgent. Mo- 
ther, has committed me to the Care of Cad. 
fathers and God-motbers, - that tho! (by. the 
Loſs of my Parents) 1 might be deprived o 
the earthly B Bleſſings 1 which I bad Reaſon to 
em the Help of thels 
Sponſors, « or religious Guardians, t tho ſpiritual 
and heavenly Prerogatives,. as more valuable, 
ſhould b be in a better Manner taken care of. 

SHOULD, 1 not. therefore, with a truly 
thancful Heart, take upon me-thoſe Obliga- 
tions they then entered into in my Name, as 
ſean as 1 am inſifubted in the Vow they pro · 


miſed for me, that 1 may be entitled to the 


great Bleſſings thereby conferred? _ _ 
FR ON hence ariſes the wonderful Inſtance 
of Mercy i in our Bleſſed Saviour, i in receiving 


Infants. into the Covenant with GOD, altho' 


they 
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they eannot- promiſe for t theniſelves, Which ne 
would have excepted. out of the general Com · 
mand of Marth. XXV III. 1 9. Go ye therifore 


and teach all Nations, baptizing them in the 


Name of the Father, and of ibe Sin, and of the 
Toi 4 Chop, had they been deſigned to have 


By this great Bleſſing therefore, elote: we 
can pay our Acknowledgment and Thanks for 
the great Favour, we are made Members of 


admitted into the Catholick Church, of which 


Chriſt is the Head, and by that Means fo bear- 
ly related to our Neben Father as to become 
Brethren to our Saviour, aud the adopted 


Childꝛen of GOD. 


Us therefore, ee our Inge 


and Youth, has he promiſed to reward with 


der craig Bleſſings in Manſions of eternal 


Bliſs and Glory, there to live with him for 


ever, as Inheritoꝛs of the Kingdom of 
Heaven: To which happy Place the Righ- 


tcous and Good ſhall be invited at the laſt Day 
in theſe words: Maltb. XXV. 34. Come je 
Blefed of my Father, inberit the Kingdom pre- 
pare for you 12 tbe Foundation of the World. 


But 


Chyiſt as being of the Family of GOD, and 
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But the. Exil and Wicked ſhall. receive the 
Sentence of their juſt Demerits from the Mouth 
ol an unerring Judge, who ſhall pronounce it 
faying, . Matth XXV. 41. Depart from me, ze 
Curſed, into everlaſting Nre, prepared for the 
Devil and his Angels : From the former of 
which Sentences appears his infinite Love to 
Mankind; as well as from the latter, his utter 
Hatred and Dereſtation to Sin. 


A THANKSGIVING 


for Anilin into Cbri N. 5 Church by Baptiſm. 3 


BEF ORE Thee, O thou Creator of Hea- 
ven and Earth, to whom I owe my Being 
from nothing, I fall down, and, with the ut- 
moſt Thanxfulneſs, acknowledge thy many, 
great and e nf Mercies; as in the ſeve- 
ral Inſtances of thy gracious Providence in 
preſerving me from my Creation and Birth, 
ſo more eſpecially i in this of admitting me in- 
to thy Church militant here on Earth; by 
which I have now the Honour of being made 
by Baptiſm a Member of Chriſt, and am en- 
titled to al the great 2 Which they have 
"an 


75 


In b atloubled Kigtt b e hays entre ins 
to this holy pyenant. NN 


HER BY from my former reiched Si by 
ur being a Veſſel of Wrath, I am now be- 


tome 2 ; Child of GOD, F admitted into thy 


Family, as an adopted Brother of my Lord and 
Saviour JESUS CHRIST, to reign one Day 
among Saints and Angels in the Church tri: 

umphant; having now the Privilege and Pre- 
Togative ( after a Life of of Faith and 5 
in this World), dending hereafter an happ 
Eternity in * of endleſs Bliſs, as 3 
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Juheritor the Kingdom of Heaven, 
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N l berein the baptized Ferſor en- 
ae, 10 perform | certain Conditions ; and 

0 0, on this Per, or rmance, promiſes cer- 
5 5 tain Prinileges and [ Advanta ges, tell me 
ien what is a Covenant? © 5 
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4 It is a | mutual Agreement o or Stipulation 
between 
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ob 4 
— two or. more : Parties, 8 they 


conſent to ſuch things AS are to be performed 


by each other, according to the Nature of the 
Covenant. 


* Why did GOD pleaſe 1 to deat with Mankind 
_ by way of Covenant ; ſo that all revealed 
Religion i 7s ranſatled that way?. 1 

A It is by a gracious Condeſcention of 

GOD, whereby he iS Pleaſed to deal with 

us a the manner of Men, thereby to give 


2 


us the fulleſt Aſſurance of bis Favour, and of 
performing his Promiſes; and alſo to bind 


and oblige us to himſelf, and to our Duty, by 
our own free Choice JF Conſent.” e 
. How many, Covenants « are there menjond 
"SI Lriftufe? a = 
wy. St. Paul in his Epiſtles mentions. only 
two, of which he largely diſcourſes. i in the 


Eighth of the Hebrews, and the Third of the 
Galatians, and ealls them the de aud New, | 


tbe firſt and ſecond Covenants. | 
2, Which are the two Covenants 2 
A. The Covenant made with the Jeuf at 
Mount Sinai by Moſes, which was the Legal 


: Covenant; and the Covenant of Grace made 


in CHRIST, fo ealled from the many more 


Favours . . 2 
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2. How + you prove 1 that the fo 'f Covenant 
was "that made with the Jews / in Horeb? 


A. The Apoftle expreſsly lays fo, Heb. VIII. 


9. The Covenant which c O D made with Hour 
Fathers, when he took them by the Hand to lead 
them ol of the Land of Egypt: which Cove- 
nant we have Deus V. 2. And in Oppoſition 


bo this he ſpeaks of the other and better Co- 
venant, which GOD would make with them, 
namely the Chriſtians, as it is mentioned Je 


. XXXI. 31—35. 


2 ibi Legal Covenant old all. along 
> of Heb. VIII. to the chriſtian Covenant ? 


A. Yes; at the 6th Verſe it is ſaid, Chr: it was 


4 Mediator of a beiter Covenant, + was ta- 
liſhed on better Promiſes; and at the 7th verſe, 


that if that fuſt Covenant bad been faultleſs, . 


then ſhould there have been no Place found for 
4 frond; and in the 13th Verſe, the Legal 


Covenant was ready 10 vaniſb away, namely, 


at the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, by which 
there was an End put to the Jewiſh Polity. 
.2 Where does &. Paul ſteak of this Cove- 


nant 1 


A In Galatians IV. 24 4 c. where "4 


compares the two Covenants to Aar and Sa- 


rab, 


e 
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1295 1 i he. allegorically a as 
Chriſtian and Legal Covenants: For theſe, © 
fays he, are the two Covenants, the one from 
K inai in Arabia, which gendreib to, Bondage, 


wvbich is Aar; for this Agar is Mount Sinaz i in 
Arabia, and anſovereth 2 Jeruſalem, vvbich 1b 
ts, and is in Bondage vvith her children. By 


this the Apoſtle repreſents the ſervile State of 


the Jews, by their Legal Covenant. 


8 Howu many and various have been the, 


Diſpenſations of the Covenant Cal Grace? 


A It began after the Fall of Adam in that 
Promiſe, that the Seed of the Woman ſhould, 
bruiſe . Serpent's Head, Gen. III. 1 5. It 


was afterwards diſpenſed to Abrabam, when 


GOD promiſed, Gen. XXVI. 4. that in his 
Seed all the Nations mo the Earth Jhould be eſe. 
ed. 
A 2 IWas the Covenant of ( Crace theni in Force 
from the Beginning 1 
A. Yes; all good Men were ever fared by 
it from the Beginning, even ever ſince Alam. 


As IV. 12. Neither is there Salvation i m any, i 


other , for there is none other Name under Mea- 


ven, given amongſ Men, vvbereby vve muſt be 


ſaved, but by the Name of JESUS CHRIST; 
Ca and 


11 


20 cunt 1 7 * EDGE. 


and Rev. XIII. 8. Chriſt it the Lamb. N 
from the Foundation of = World. 
2. Where does the Apoſile ob of the Cove: 
nant of Grace? WT 8 
A. He ſays, that the Goſpel was preached 
formerly, Tags. Abrabam; and that the Scrip- 
zure foreſen, that God would inflify the Hea- 


through Fuih, Galatians III. 3. St. Paul ar- 
gues "eat the Tews, and 3 4 that Abra- 


bam was juſtified by the Chriſtian Covenant 
through Faith, and not by. the Legal Covenant, 
in ſeveral Places, particularly Gal. III. 17. 


„ 


el Before 2 God ; in Chriſt, the Tow, which was, 
four hundred and thirty Years after, cannot diſ- 
annul, ſo that it. ſold make the Promiſe of. 


none Effet. 


2. If then the Covenant of Graze was belire 


the Legal, why does the Apoſtle call the 

Legal firſt, and old Covenant; and the 
Cbriſtan the New, and ſecond Covenant ? 
A. Becauſe it was not ſo fully publiſhed 
and declared till the Time of Chriſt, or the 
Goſpel. 

2 I there 1 no! mention in Kristure of ihe Co- 

WM; venant made pith Adam? 


* 


8 
. 


Jewiſh C or enants. 


he all along ſhews, that it was inſufficient to 


N AE 0 
he Now but, only . of the, Wen wn 


2 Whar is the. Nature 2 the, ta cane, 
lud verein do they differ { 1 f 
. The one was weak and Garual, and im- 0 

perlelt, confifting of external. Ordinances, | and 
outward Rights, and ſerving chiefly temporal 
and political Ends; for it was that by which 
they. held the Land of Cangaz; and were a 
partieular Body. of . Men, diſtinct from the reſt 
of the World: The other Chriſtian Covenant; 
is purely ſpiritual, deſigned and contrived for | 


ſpiritual Ends, to bring us to Heayen, and to 


ſhew GO D's extraordinary Mere to all Man- 


kind i in and through Chriſ. a 


2 Where. does tbe Apoſi tle. ſhew this? 
py He lays, Heb. VII. 19. that. the Tan, 


made nothing qenſe?; that it was, Yer. 16. the 4 


Law of 4 carnal Commandment M that it was, 


2 Cor. III. 7. the Miniſtration of Death; and, 
Ver. 9. the Miniſtration of 5 And 


ſaye and juſtify; and that none could be juſti- 
fied by that, or by the Works of the Law; 
but by Chriſtianity, or the Faith of JESUS. - 
CHRIST; for. thus St. Paul lays, Cal. II. 

1 6. 


- 
» 
* 

$5 

LEV 
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16. knowing that's ' Man i is not fiftified by FR | 
Works of tbe Lam, but by the Faith of Fefur 
Cbrif, even we bave believed in "Zeſus Cbrift, 
that we might be juſtified by whe Faith e Chriſt, 
| and not by ibe Works of the Lau; for by the 
works of the Lavv ſhall no Fleſh be juſtified. * 
V2 Hath the Covenant of Grace any Te) erm 
and Conditions, and what are bey e! n 
N Yes it hath, and they are Faith, Re- 
pentance and Obbdience ; 3 without which we 
fall not partake of the Covenant of Grace. 
2 How do Jou pro ve that the Covenant is 
not abſolute, but that ſub conditions are 
required? wy? 
4 The Goſpel poſitively 875 it, and bids* 
us believe, Mark XVI. 16. He that believetb, 
and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved ; : 'but be that . 
lie veth not, ſhall be damned. Luke XIII. 3. 
Except ye repent ” ſball all Tikewiſe periſh. 
2 But l. is Obedience er 2 3 
b,. 9 
A. Faith is not true and in except it 
produce Obedience; and CHRIST, Heb. 
V. 9. became the Author of eternal Salvation to 
thoſe only who obey bim. And Rev, XXII. 14. 9 
Bleſſed are they that do bis commandments, that © 
| ey | 
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ub KANN x , By 


| PS may have right te the, Tree. of Life: And 


Matth. VII. 21. Net every eue that ſaith unte 
me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdom 
Heaven; but he that deth the Will of m W Fa- 


ther which. is in Heaven, 


2 But doth' not &. Paul i this ve are 
. ſaved, by Grace, and not by Works 2 

* Les; our, own works arid 8 
would not fave. us without the free Grace 
and Mercy of GOb, in and through Chriſt ; 
and therefore the Jews could-not be ſaved by 
the works of their own. Law; and St. Pau 
all along oppoſes thoſe to the 0+ apa 1 : 
Faith, or to the Chriſtian Obedience. | 

2, If Obedience, as wyell as Faith, " now 

required to ibe Law by the Goſpel, bouv 
are we in a better condition under the Co- 
venant of Grace, ban tbey vvere under 

the Legal Covenant, or Covenant of 
| works? 

A. Many ways; we (hate better 2 
and better Promiſes, as St. Paul himſelf 
ſpeaks, and greater  Affiftances, and - greater 
menge, Wales * Nee rouchlafed to | 
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that 
Was St. Panl's Opinion, «that; Cal. III. 10. as 


u che McWizper 
>, We have Padeh of "every Sid piomlf: 


e upon dur Repentance and Amendment, h 


through CHRI 8758 Blood; Whereas chert 
was no Pardoh or Expiation by the Law fot 
ſeveral Sins that were great and wilful, and 
at required ſack an exact C Obediende, as; it 


many as are of be Mork of the Laub, (becauſe 
one cannot expef'to arrive at an unſinning 
Obedience) are under the curſe : -Simee it 4s 
vvritten;'Deut, XXVII. 26. eurſed? i every one 
that continueth not in all Things "hi b art 
wvritte in the: Bool of the Laws 19” do them: 
whereas in the Goſpel GOD only requires 
ſmeere, not perfect, Obedience; and pardons 
our Errors and Infirmities; ard desde 10 gra- 
ciouſly wich us, that only wilful and impenitent 
N N ſhall be condenined at "Oe laſt. 


* 


The ME DITATIO N. 


Ar. our Baptifin it pleaſed "RY Almighty © to 
enter into an Agteement with us, by 


which the wonderful Compaſſion and Conde- 


ſcenſion of the Srviour of the e world appears 
ne | to 


. vw % 
1 CE A 25 
LY wit 2 


to wretebed and undone Man 3 in giving hin 
Aſſurance, that the Performance of that Duty, 
(which in this Covenant he freely chuſes) 
ſhall be abundantly. anſwered by the gracious 
Completion and fallin . 6 0 N 8 Engage- 
ments and Promiſes. -.- 


Ix is true indeed do p re Kha 
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after the Delivery of the Iſraelites from the 


Egyptian Captivity) comforted them by a Co- 
venant from Mount Sinai; aſſuring them, that 


He would be their GOD, if they would, by #8 


dutiful Obedience, rene thenſelves bis Peo- 


ple. i 7 | 
IX. [conſequence of 8 n to the 


groſs Underſtandings of the Jews, (whom 
Moſes:their Guide and Conductor then led) 
a Law was given them, full of Ceremonies 
and carnal Ordinances, to amuſe them, and 
preſerve them from the idolatrous Corruptions ö 


of the Nations, with whom they ſojourned. 

HEAEIN were Types and Figures of thoſe 
Bleſſings, which GOD had, in Time to 
come, deſigned to bring to wall for the Re- 
demption of loſt Man leading the Jews thus 


gradually thro' the terreſtrial « to the rg 
* 
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accompliſbed, are new done auay: And all thoſe 
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Aus what could be a more proper:meams! 
to keep theſe great Bleſſings and Deſiens in 
their Minds, than by thus making it their 


Duty, 3 in their religious Offices, to ſhadow 


and point out the future Mercies of 'GOD? 
Soon after the Fall of Man, GOD's 


| kind Compaſſion to an ' unhappy wrefch; was 


ſigoified in his early Promiſe, that the Seed of 
tbe Woman ſhould bruiſe ' the Serpem's Head; 
which, by ſeveral Predictions, was gradually 


brightned up, and, as the Fulneſs of Time 


approached, not only Abrabam, and the Pa- 
triarchs of old, were encouraged with the 
Hope, that, in this promiſed Seed, all Nations 


of the Earth ſbouli be bleſſed; but this Com- 


fort was frequently, on diſtinct Occafions, re- 
peated to the Jews, When in any Diſtreſs, 
that a Virgin, of the Tribe of Judab, ſhould bring 
forth a Ln, who Daun yas ave by Tarn, from 
theit'Si Wo es 


THis, in due Time, Was ; fulfilled in the | 
Perſon * JESUS CHRIST, in whom was 
Life and Immortality brought to tight thro the Go 
ſprl; and thereitpon a ſecond Coyenant was eſtz 


SBTHAd by Baptifm ; and che former things, being 


Ce- 
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eantiqns "bee eras oil Law 1 8 | 


7 dine the Cor dengemeut of the Golpsl, 85 
TAE Things whith CHRIST "code; to 
may being finiſhed, he is aſcended; up, 
and ſits at the Right Hand of G0, having 
eſtabliſhed, in the new. Teſtament; x ſecond 
Covenant with us Chriſtians, in room of the 
former given to the Ju, Wherein He 55 be- 


* £ * 


| Promiſes; that by means of his Death, for 


only they, Which were under the firſt Cove- 


Jews, are invited, by this Second, to a ſincere 


and receive an n eternal Inheritance, 


for:GOD's fant uith Mankind. 


| HILST I am contemplating thy ink. 


TY, « 


+ BE 0 and 


come ibe Mediatar of a new Covenant mãde be- 
tween G0 D and Man, on greater and better 


# the Forgiveneſs of the Sins of the whole 
world, and Redemption of loſt Man; not 


nant, but even all Manxind, as well as the 


Obedience, by which they may be entitled ie to, | 


A THANKSGIVING 


nite Mercies, O GOD, to wretched _ 


28 CHR EE #699250 E 
and undont Man, loft by "his ungrateful 1 


| bellion in return to immenſe Goodneſs; per- 


'*; 


mit me to proſtrate my ſelf before thee, with | 
the utmoſt Humility and Lowlinels of Mind, | 
and fay-with the Hhalmiſt Lord, what ir Man, 
that'tbou'art ſo mindful of Nerz or the don fx 
Man, that thou ſo regardeft bim! Which, the 
more I think of, in the miraculous Travels 
of the Jews thro. a deſolate Wilderneſs, by 
the Miniſtry of Moſer, under the immediate 
Direction of Providence, regulated by the 
Law of an omniſcient Being, and admitted iin- 
to Covenant with the meſt High alſo; the 5 
deeper am 1 engaged to praiſe bee, O Lord, 
Jor thy Goodneſt; and 10 declare the” Wonders = 
"wow thou doſt for the Children of Men. 
; „ Bur when I conſider that all this train of 
1 rt Good, was only an Introduction te 
= Bleſſings deſigned for a perverſe and ungrate- |. 
ful world; and that a fecond Covenant be- 
tween GOD and Man ( fraught with Promi- 
ſes of eternal Life) has ſucceeded the former, 
Which only ſubſiſted o on Aſſurances of tempo- 
. in an et rthly Canaan; I am diſ- 
| Slred | Hallelujabs to Thee, O King of 
"Heaven; that” 25 s the” Jews could not behold 
N . : the 


7 
3 


Mount Sinai) without 3 Vell; 


. 


in wnſportin ing e at the Tho 
80 N of; 2G 01 
Heaven upon us,; % 
y bat been: brought to Light through: 
©'Ttuar I might; delight always in ſuch 
Meditations as theſe, that, 1 . accuſtomed 
to ny Converſe here, I may daily in 
his Worl grow more * to 

1 | „in the Society 
with thee for evermore. 
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and Godmothers. then for 
| Anſwer, They- did promi 
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Firſt 4 


thꝛee Things in my Name: 
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I should renounce-the Devil:and all His 
Woꝛks, the Pomps and Vanity of this 
wicked World, and all the ſinfulckuſts of 


die ve all the Articles of the Chuiſtian Faith. 


And thirdly, That J should keep God's 


Holy Will and Commandments, and 


Life. 

2. Hewi ye Furt o or Duty au > in 
fle Baptiſmal Vow? N“ 

AH. Firſt, in renounecing the Devil and 
all his Wonks; the⸗Pomps and Vanity 
of this wicked Woild; and all. the: ſinful 


Luſts of the Flesh. secondly, in Chriſtian 


Belief, or in believing all the Articles of the 


and Commandments, and waleing ; inghe 
fame ; all the Days of my Life. 

©. What is meant by renouncing the De- 
vil and all his Work? 


A. Renouncing all Idolatry od falſe Wor- 


 thip, and all manner of Sin whatſoever: For 
the Devil and fallen Angels were the firſt 
Committers of Sin, and are the great Tem- 
4 pters 


the Flesh: Secondly, That J should be: 


walk in the ſame, all the Days of my 


Chꝛiſtian Faith. Thirdly, in Chriſtian O- 
bedience, or in keeping God's holy. Will 


n. 16. the Pride of Life ; or thoſe Tempta- 


pters to it. Thus St. Jobs tells vs, III. 8. He 
that cortfffitterh Sin is of the Devil; and it is every 
Chriſtian's Duty to renounce, as it was Chriſt's 
Deſign to de eftroy the Works of the Devil. 
What is meant by the Pomps and Vanity 


of this wicked World? 
A. All that which St. Jobn calls, 1 Jobs 


tions of worldly Glory and Honour, which 


lead us to any wickedneſs: And perhaps the 


firſt Chriſtians might eſpecially reſpect hereby 
the pompous Shows and Idolatry of the Hea. 
thens in their ſuperſtitious Proceſſions. 


H. What i- meant by 1b ſinful Luſts of 


the Fleah = 
A. All ſenſual Defires, fo far 28 they are 


ſinful and unlawful; ſuch as the Apoſtle rec- 
kons up, Gal. V. 19, 20, 21. Adultery, For- 
nication , Uncleanneſs , Laſciviouſneſs, Idolatry, 
Miteberafi, Hatred, Variance, Math, Strife, 
Sedition3, Hereſies, Euvyingt, Mardivs, Drun- 
keitneſs, Ridbellingo, and ſuch- like. 

O. What is Faith? a 

A. Faith is an Aſſent to what another de- 
cates; tgrovhded upon act of the 
Relator. 

2 
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2 What i is drvine Fath2 ' © 


wth: An Aſſent to the Truth of * GOD 


eeveals; 2 

9. What is Gb ifian Rib? 5 

A. An Aſſent to the Truth of what Chrift 
7 has revealed to us; or a firm Perſuaſion 


and Belief in Chrift, and of all thoſe Truths, 


which are contained i in the New Teſtament, 
and in the Goſpel. 7 5 
Q. What is juſtifying and 3 Faith 2 
A. Such a Faith as makes us perform thoſe 
7 erms and Conditions, on which CHRIST 


promiſes to juſtify, ond ſave us; which are 


Repentance and Obedience, +. - 
©. Is not Faith alone ſufficient to 17110 and 


ſave us without Obedience? 


A. No; for Qbediense is as much required 


by the Goſpel, and as much promiſed by the 
Baptiſmal Vow as Faith: For, James II. 17. 
Faub, if it hath net works, is dead, being alone. 


©, Did not St. Paul (ay often that we are 
juſtified by Faith without works? Rom, 


IV. Gal. III. 
A. Yes; without the works of the Low, 


as Cireumciſion, and the like. He ſays that 
we are n by Faith; that is, by Chri- 


ſtianity, 


AND PRACTICE. $3 


ſtianity, and the Righteouſneſs of Faith, that 
is, Chriſtian Obedience; in Oppoſition. to the 


Tewiſb Law, and the works thereof; and he 
ſhews, that Abrabam was thus juſtified by 
Faith, and not by enen or by the 


Law. 


2. How dou you prove that St. Paul by Faitb 
means Chriſtianity ? 


A. He ſays, Gal. II. 23. before Faith "Os 


we were kept under the Law. 


©. What Obedience does a Chriſtian promiſe 
in his Baptiſm, in keeping GODs 
holy Will and Commandments, and 
walking in the ſame all the Days of 
his Life? 
"if A ſincere, univerſal, conſtant, and per- : 
ſevering Obedience, by the Aſſiſtance of God's 


4 Holy Spirit. 


O: Doſt thou not think that thou art 
hy to believe and do as they have 
promiſed for thee? | 

A. Yes verily, and, by GOD's Helv, 


ſo I will; and J heartily thank our hey 
venly Father, that he hach called me to 


this State of Salvation, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Saviour; and IJ pray undo 
5 GOD 
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GOD to give me his Grace, that Jmay | 

continue in the ſame unto my Life's end. 

How do you prove abſolute Obedience is 
1 neceſſary? _ 

A. By the Nature of Chriflianity, which 
is a Doctrine according to Godlineſs, and pre- 
ſcribes the higheſt Rules of Holineſs and 
Virtue. CHRIST tells us, if we will enter 
into Life, ue muſt keep the Commandments : and 
Fohn XV. 10. if ye keep my Commandments, ye 
ſhall. abide in my Love. And he has declared 
he will judge us at the laſt Day according to 
our works. 

9. How is a Child, that is baptized in bis 
Infancy, obliged to keep the Vow and Pro- 
miſes (given by his Sureties) when be 

comes to Vears of Diſcretion ? 

A. Unleſs he renounces Chriſtianity he is 
- obliged by this Vow; becauſe all the Benefits 
- he has by Baptiſm ( whereby he is admitted 
into Chriſtianity ) depend upon his taking 
upon himſelf this ſolemn Vow (as ſoon as he is 

able) and keeping it: This he is obliged by his 
Interelt, and' the open Profeſſion of his Chri- 
- ftian Faith. 


9. You ſay; that be is called to a State of. 
Salvation , how is that? A. 


Lot, 


Het, 


- ANDPKRA CISE. 2395 — 


A. Every baptized Perſon is called, by 
GOD' Grace, into ſuch a State as makes him 
capable of Salvation, or being ſaved by Chriſt 
upon the Terms of the Goſpel, and this is his 
great Advantage above Jews and Heathens, and 
the reſt of the world, 

Q. Does the Scripture ſpeak, or take, notice of 

this? 
A. Yes; it is the great Promiſe of the 


| Goſpel, Mark XVI. 16. He that believerb, and 
IT, baptized, ſhall be ſaved ; and Chriſtians are, 


for this Reaſon, ſaid to be the Elect of God, 
and are called ſo in the Latin of the A- 


poſtles. 


Q, Where is their Election aſcribed 10 their 
Chriſtianity? 


A. St. Paul thus ſpeaxs, 1 Theſſ. I. 4. Know- 


ing, Brethren beloved, your Election of GO D; 
and in Rom. XI. 7. The Election bath obtained 


it; meaning thoſe, who believed in Chriſt, 


and embraced Chriſtianity, and the re/t were 
blinded, who did not fo. 

St. Peter directs his Epiſtle 10 the Cbriſtian 
Strangers, ſcattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, 
and other Countries, and calls them Ele#, ac- 
cording to the Fereknowledge of GO D the FA- 

E 2 HEA, 


e 
x 
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THER, 1 Pet. 1. 1. which could not be 
faid by him to all whom he wrote, but on ac- 
count of their Chriſtianity ; ſo he tells them in 

1 Pet. V. 13. The Church that is at Babilon, 

elecked together with you, ſaluteth you. St. John 

directs his ſecond Epiſtle to the Ele Lad 
and, at the 13th Verſe, ſpeaks of the Children 

of the cleF & ger; that is, of her who was 2 

Chriſtian. 

2. But as the Chriſtian muſt be conſcious ta 
Limſelf, that, ſo long as be is Fleſh and 
Bliol, be cannot perform an unſinning 
Obedience to bis Maker, but is in Danger 
of breaking bis baptiſmal Vow, and (ly Le. 
ing ſubjef to Infirmities and Paſfions } f | 
renouncing GOD inftead of the Devil; what 


muff be do, to recover the Favour Fw; GOD 


again, that he may be delivered from the 
Mraib to come. 
A. He muſt ſeriouſly repent of the Breaches 
of his Vow, and ſeriovſly ſet himſelf about 
the renewing ol it again. 


2. How may he expreſs Lis e far 
having broke bis Bafin Vow? 


follow: 


4 725 
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A. In ſuch like Expreſſions as theſe which ; 
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AND PRACTICE. 


An OFFICE for the Penitent. 


Oo LORD GOD, with Shame, Confulion 


and Sorrow I confeſs and acknowledge 


thy infinite Mercy and Goodneſs to me; but 


my wretched Nen and Ingratitude to 
Thee. 


Tu ou, O LORD, abundantly good 
and gracious, waſt pleaſad, out of thy own 
Mercy, firſt to love, in order to excite me to 


love thee again. 


Tu ov didſt vouchſafe, of a iniſerable Sin- 


ner, to make me a Member of Chriſt, a 
Child of GO D, and an Inheritour, or 


Heir of the Kingdom of Heaven; kor 


which my utmoſt Thanks are due. 
Bur I, infinitely wretched and unworthy; 
have deſpiſed, and rejected, and forfeited all 
the ineſtimable Bleſſings to which 1 Was inti- 
tled by my Baptiſm : 
Lord, bave Mercy upon me ! 
Wo E is me, Wretch that I am! I have cut 
my ſelf of, by my Sins, from being a true 
Member of Chriſt's myſtical Body, and from 


all 


* 


® - 
R . . 
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all the gracious Influences 1 might have de- 
rived from my Union to him: 
Lord, have Mercy upon me! 


Woe is me, wretch that I am! I have, by 


my numerous Provoeations, loſt that holy 
Spirit of Adoption, whereby I might become 
2 Child of GOD, and call thee, O Lord. 
my Father; but am, alas! again become 


Child of wrath. 
Lord, have Mercy upon me ! 


Woe is me, wretch that I am! I have, by 


my own wiltul Impiety, diſclaimed my being 
an Jnheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven; 
and am now become an Heir to the Regions 
of Darkneſs: 
Lord, bave Mercy as me ! 
Wot is me! I have yielded to the Tem- 


ptations of Satan, inſtead of renouncing the 
Works of the Devil: "7 
Lord, bave Mercy upon me 
Wos is me! I have greedily coveted and 


purſued the Pomps and Vanity of ** 


wicked World: 
Lord, have Mercy upon me! 


Wo is me! I have often indulged the 


ſinful Luſts of the Flesh: 


Lord, have Mercy upon me! 


£ 


e 


Wos is me! 1 "MY neither believed in 


| thee as I ought to do, nor obeyed thee, nor 


loved thee, O GOD, in Sinoority, as I pro- 
miſed I would: +: | 
Lord, bave Mercy upon me! 
I lament my deteſtable Impiety, for having 
ſo long, and ſo often, and ſo obſtinately of- 
fended Thee; therefore, O LORD GOD, 


moſt gracious and reconcileable, pity and par- 


don me! 


In the Bitterneſs of my Soul, O GOD 


of Mercy, I bewail and abhor my Unworthi- 
neſs, and the Hardneſs of my Heart, in de- 


ſpiſing the Riches of thy Goodneſs, and Forbear- 


ance, and Longſuffering, which ſhould have long 


ago led me to Repentance, 


o LORD GOD, whatſoever thou to. 


nieſt me, deny me not a broken and contrite 


Heart. 

O that my Head were 1 ters; and my Ejes 
Fountains of Tears, that 1 might weep much, aud 
'ove much, having much to be forgiven! 

LORD hear me, help me, and fave me, 
or thy own gracious Promiſe ſaxe, for thy 
own tender Mercies fake, for the Merits and 


Zufferings of JESUS hy Beloved, in whom 
thou haſt made Penitents accepted. Amen. 


e , 1 * 
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9. Having repented of the Violations of your 
Baptiſmal Vow; ſhew me bow you will re. 
neu it again? 
A. In theſe, or the lixe words following: 


An A CT of Confeſſion and 
Renewal. 


] Have ſinned, O Lox Gon; I bave fin- 
ned, and hike evil in thy Sight; but I re- 
pent and turn to thee. 

1 confeſs, and forſałe my wickedneſs, and 
am ſorry for my Sin. 

Ir grieves me, O moſt amiable Goodneſs ; j 
it fills me full of Anxiety, that I have offended 
thee. 

FR o M the Benom: of my Heart, O my 
GOD, do reſolve to renew now the ſacred 
Vow, which, alas, alas! I have ſo often vio- 


lated. 


O LORD GOD, 1 4 * the future re: 


nounce the Devil, that Arch-Rebel againſt 
thee, withall his apoſtate Angels. 


I renounce all his worſhip, all his impious 
Suggeſtions, 1 Deluſions and Temptations, for 
which 
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which he is called the Tempter, and all the 


ways of conſulting vw; which GE? Men 
have taken. 


1 renounce all his Works, al the Sins o 


the Spirit, all Pride, Malice and Envy; all 


Treachery, Lying, Revenge and Cruelty ; all 
tempting others to Sin, Hatred to Holineſs, 
and all Apoſtacy, which are his daily Pradti- 


ces, and are truly diabolical. 


I utterly renounce, O LORD GOD, 
the Pomps and Vanity of this wicked 


QBo2ld; all covetous Deſires of Honour, Ri- 


ches, and Pleaſure, all ſinful Exceſſes of things 
lawful. 

1 renounce, O Lox, all evil Cuſtoms, 
all evil Companions, all that'is vain or wicxed 
amongſt Men, all that Friendſhip with the 
world which is Enmity with thee, all things 
that may alienate my Heart from. thee, my 


only Good. 


I renounce, O Loo, all worldly Com- 
forty and Poſſeſſions; all my natural Relations, 


and my own Lite, ſhould they ſtand in Com- 


petition with, or oblige us to deny thee. 
I utterly renounce all the Pomps and 


Vanity of this wicked Woald, with all the 


P ſin⸗ 
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ſinful Luſts of the Flesh; all the inordinate 


Deſires of my own corrupt Nature, of my 

own carnal Mind, which is Enmity with God. 
I renounce, O Loxv, all fleſbly Luſts which 

war again} thee, and againſt my own Soul; 


all Sloth and Idleneſs, all Intemperance and 


Laſciviouſneſs, all Fil:bineſs of Fleſh and Spi- 
rit, which render us unclean in the _ of 
God. 

O LORD GOD,I l renounce al 


things that may any way diſpleaſe thee ; from 
them all let it be thy good Pleaſure to deliver 
me. 55 — 

I know, O LORD, that Sin is the ut- 
moſt Abomination to thy Purity, the moſt 


outragious Boldneſs to thy adorable Majeſty, 
the perfect Contradiction to thy Deity ; and 
len I utterly deteſt and abhor it. 


I know, O LORD, that Sin expoſes us 


to all the Vials of GO D's wrath, and to 


eternal Vengeance; I know it ſets the Sinner 
at the extremeſt Diſtance, Oppoſition and De- 
| fiance to thee: I will therefore always abomi- 


nate and fly from it. 
I know, O LORD, I cannot love thee, 


but I muſt hate Evil; which therefore I will 


hence · 
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henceforth maintain no NAG with again. 


Turn thou me, O LORD, and ſo ſhall 
I be turned; turn, O Lok d, the whole ſtream 


of my Affections, from ſenſual Love, to the 


Love of thee alone. 
O my GOD, let thy heavenly Love be the 


aſi Byaſs of my Soul; O that it may be 


the natural Spring and weicks of my Heart, 


that it may always move towards thee. 


Thy Love, O GOD, fhall hereafter be the 
ſole Rule and Guide of my Heart; I will 
love thee, and love whatever thou loveſt, and 


hate whatever thou hateſt. I will believe all 
the Articles of rhe Chyiſtian Faith, and 1 
will keep all thy holy Will and Command: 
ments all the Days of my Life, and conti- 


nually walk in them. 


ALL this, O my GOD, I own my ſelf 
bound to believe and do, and tho' of my ſelf [ 
am not able to do any Good, yet by thy Help I 


will perform it; and I heartily thank thee, 


Oheavenly Father, that thou haſt, out of 


meer Compaſſion to my Soul, called me to 


this State of Salvation though eſus 
Chaiſt our Loꝛd. 98 9 


Gro be to thee, O LORD, who haſt 
” © © > hs 
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indulged me this opportunity of repenting; 
Glory be to thee, who haſt wrought in me 


this Will to renew my Baptiſmal Vow! 

O my. GOD, I humbly and earneſtly pray 
unto thee, to give me continual Supplies. of 
thy Grace, that T may continue in thy Love 
unto my Life's End, that, being faithful unto 
Death, I may receive the Crown of Life. 


O LORD GOD, I am ſtedfaſtly 1 


10 keep thy righteous Mabie. 

Mx Heart is empty and liſengazed, an 
longs for thee; my Heart is entirely devoted 
to thee: Enter thou in, O my Gov, poſſeſs 
it with thy gracious anden and fill it with 
thy Love. | 

L ORD, flo thy nds Mercies fake, re- 
ſtore me to thy wonted Favour, to all the Gra- 
ces and Privileges of my Baptiſm, of which I 


have been robbed and ſpoiled by my infatuat- 


ing Sins. 


LORD, maxe me again a Irving Inder 


of thy Church, the myſtical TO of wy Son Je- 
ſas Chriſt our Lord. 


O my GOD, unite me andy to 


CHRIST my Head, and from henceforth 
let his gracious Influences be ever ſtreaming 


into 


"HO 
8 
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into my Soul, _ Gilling me. with. divine 
Love. | 


" FATHER, I ove finned 9 Shaved, 


and in thy Aue and am no more worthy to be 
called thy Sone But I return, from the almoſt 
inextricable Labyrinths and Meanders of Sin 


and wickedneſs, from a far Country, hid from 


thy Preſence, with the Prodigal home again ; 
O let thx paternal Bowels yearn on me, and 
graciouſly receive me once more into thy Fa- 
your. 

_ LORD, ſend thy Spiele of Adoption into 
my Heart, to inſtil true filial Affections, that 
I may be owned: by thee for the Child of 
GOD, and call thee Far HER, and ſhare 
in the Bleſſings of thy Children, and at laſt 
become an Inheritor of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. ee £11 

O heavenly Father, accept my ſincere Re- 
pentance, compaſſionate my Imperfections, 
forgive my wiexedneſs, purify my Unclean- 
neſs, ſtrengthen my weakneſs, fix my Unſta- 
bleneſs, and let thy Love ever rule in my 
Heart, through the Merits and Sufferings and 
Love of thy Beloved Son, in whom than art 
always infinitely a Amen, - 5 
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| The foregoing Offiee for the Penitent for the 
Breach of former Vows, and of Reconci-. 


liation, by the Renewal of our Baptiſmal 

Covenant, may be made uſe of in times of 

de vont Retirement, or in Afflition, or Sick- 

neſs ; but more eſpecially before receiving 
the boly Euchariſt or Sacrament. 


The MEDITATIO N. 


AS the works of the Devil are diametrically 

oppoſite to the will of the moſt High, fo 
it ſeems neceſſary, that, immediately upon 
our Entrance into this Service, we ſhould re- 
nounce and fly from whatever is diſpleaſing 


to Heaven. 
A little Reflection will ſhew us how ex- 


treamly hazardous the unhappy Situation of 


the Sons of Adam is in this world, fo that 
they cannot be too early in guarding them- 


ſelves from the Evils which daily threaten; 
for this Reaſon we are therefore in our In- 
faney cautioned, leſt we ſhould ſuffer Ship- 
wreck in the very Haven; fo ſoon are. our 
Wandring Eyes liable to be captivated with 
| - 
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the gaudy Shews and empty Splendor we meet 


with here. 
- Oux firſt Allarm is uſually given from 


glittering and alluring Trifles ; on which ac- 
count we are ſeaſonably cautioned againſt the 


Pomps and Vanities of a wicked World: 
In which ſo many Baits are laid to draw us 
from our Duty, that, without the moſt ſteady 


Reſolution, we cannot adhere to it. 


ESPECIALLY when we conſider, that, in 
our own Boſoms, we are obliged to entertain 
many deceitful Enemies, which create a War 


in our Members, and make us frequently do 
_ thoſe things, which, in our cool and more ſe- 


date Temper of Mind, we would not; when 


our Luſts and Paſſions get the better of our 


Reaſon, and rebel againſt that Governeſs, 


placed in our Breaſts by the wiſe Director of 


all Things, to preſerve us from being ſubje& 
to the ſinful Luſts of the Flesh. 


AGAINST theſe Adverſaries it is abun- 


Aantly neceſſary, that the Chriſtian warrier 


hould put on ſuitable Armour, whereof the 
hriſtian Faith is no inconſiderable a Part, not 


not only by inducing us to believe all the 


Articles of * Chriſttan Faith, and by 


mal - 
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making us continue firm and ſtedfaſt in the 


Profeſſion of divine Truths, as Abraham was; 


but alſo, like him, to put an entire Truſt and 


Confidence in GOD, fo as to make us bring 
forth abundant Fruit unto Holineſs in good 


Works, which a true ſaving Faith will excite 


us to perform. 


A Prayer for Renunciation of 
Evil. 


0 Thou 8 Being, Who a 
me to be placed in the midſt of ſo many 
and great Dangers, that, through the Frailty 


of my human Nature, I am not ( without thy 


ſpecial Grace and Aſſiſtance) able to ſtand up- 


- right, mercifully grant that I may entertain 
ſuch an Abhorrence and Deteſtation of all 


Deeds of Darkneſs, as reſolutely to renounce. 
the Works of the Devil, and all Correſpon- 
dence with that Enemy of GOD and Man. 

O that I may ever deſpiſe the Pomps and 
Vanity of a wicked World, and live free 


from all inward Paſſions and Propenſities to 


Evi), as well as avoid the outward Tempta- 
tions 
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Hons and Allurements to carnal and impure 
Luſts here; that having led a pure and un- 


ſpotted Life, I may receive, and ever hold faſt, 
thoſe eternal Truths, which are contained in 
the Goſpel of CHRIST, and be enabled to 


give an Anſwer to all Gainſayers and Oppoſers 


of them; to the end that, finally, by an im- 
partial Obedience to all the Commandments 
of GOD, I may become a burning and ſbin— 


ing Light to a crooked and perverſe Generation 
all the Days of my Life! 


A Prayer for Faith and Good 


Works. 


] Am ſenſible, O merciful Father, of the 

Neceſſity of believing and doing what is 
taught and commanded me in the holy Scrip- 
ture; vouchſafe me therefore, by thy Grace 
and Aſſiſtance, to perſevere in this faving 
Faith, by which I am called to this State 


of Salvation through Jeſus Chriſt my 


Saviour: For which great Bleſſmg, with 
the moſt profound Humility, I pour out my 
Thanks ſmoerely from a truly grateful Heart; 
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and earneſily beg, that, under this ſalutary 
Influence, I may continue to the End of my 
Days here, ſteadily going on in my Way to 
eternal Happineſs hereafter, through JESUS 
CHRIST my bleſſed Lord and Saviour. 


Amen. 


The Fourth LECT URE. 


Qreftion, Reben the Articles of thy Be⸗ 
lief? 
A. 1. I believe in God the Father Al 
mighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth. 
2. And in Jeſus Chriſk his only Son 
our N 
2. Who. was conceived by the Holy 
Ghoſt born of the Virgin Mary; 
4. Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead and buried; he de: 
ſcended into Hell: 
F. The third Day he roſe again from 
the Dead; 
6. He aſcended into Heaven, and 0 
tet 
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teth on the Right Hand of God the Fa⸗ 
ther Almighty ; | 
J. From thence he shall come to judge 
the Buch and the Dead. | 

8. I believe in the Holy Ghoſt; 

9. The holy Catholick Church; the 
Communion of Saints; 

10. The Forgiveneſs of Sins; 

11. The Reſurrection of the Body; 

12. And the Life everlaſting. Amen. 

O. What do you mean by the Word Belief, 

or Creed? | 

A. A Summary, or ſhort Agen of what 
is to be believed by all Chriſtians. 

©. Why is this commonly called the Apoſtles 
Creed? . 

A. From its being ſuch a Form of ſound 
Words as the Apoſtle ſpeaks of 2 Tim. I. 13. 
which was leſt by the Apoſtles in all Churches 
founded by them; or ſuch as was uſed in 
the Apoſtolick Age, or drawn from the A- 


poſtles writings, and agreed to by all Chri- 
{tian Churches? 


2. What doſt thou <hiefly learn in 
theſe Articles of thy Belief? 

W Firſt, Jlearn to believe in God the Fa 
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ther, who hath made me and all the 
World. 


Secondly, in God the Son, who 


hath redeemed me and all Mankind. 

Thirdly , in God the Holy Ghoſt, who 
ſanctifieth me, and all the Elect People 
of God. 


©. What doth this Belief or Symbol of our 


Faith teach, with reſpect to GO D? 

A. To believe in GOD, as one in Eſſence, 
declared to us in a a e Manner in 
Scripture, under the Denomination of three 
Perſons, Fx TER, Son, and HoLrt GaosrT, 


©. What does it teach you io believe with re- 


[pet to the Church? 
A. That there is, and will be always, a 


faithful Society of Werſhippers of GOD in 


Spirit and in Truth, here on Earth; againſs 
which the Gates of Hell ſhall never prevail; 
whom we call the Church militant, conſpiring 
to pleaſe Gop, in Will and Deed, with the 
Aſſembly of the Saints in Heaven, or the Hi⸗ 


rits of juft Men made perfect, which is uſually 
called the Church triumphant, 


Q. What is neceſſary jor a Chriſtian to know 
concerning ibe great Myſtery of the Holy 
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A. That there is but one 60 D, or one 
infinite and all- perfect Divine Nature, above 
the Comprehenſion of human Reaſon, or be- 
yond the Capacities of the moſt abſtratted 
Mind to fathom. That there are three Per- 
g ſons in the Godhead, who all have the ſame 
x Nature or Eſſence; fo that Chriſt and the 
Holy Ghoſt are truly Divine Perſons, equal 
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5 with God the Father in the Unity of the ſame 
5 Nature. 
5 O. How comes our Conſeſſon in the Trinity 


to be a chief and fundamental Artiele of our 
Belief and Chriſtian Faith ? 

A. Becauſe the peculiar Oeconomy or Dif- 
| penſation of Chriſtianity ſeems to depend up- 
on it, eſpecially upon the Divinity of Chriſt, 
IF without which he would not be a perfect Sa- 
viour, nor an object of our Worſhip ; and all 
the three Perſons of the Trinity do bear a di- 

ſtig& Part in the Method of accompliſhing 
\ our Salvation. 

2, How do they do ſo? 

A. The Fa rAHER as ſending and giving 

| bis only begotten So N for us; the S ox, as 
. willingly takiug upon bim the Form of a Ser- 
vant, and being made Man for our Redem- 

tion; 
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ption; the Hour GuosrT as perfeCting this 
Salvation, and making us Subjects fit to be re- 
ceived into Go p's Favour again. 
©. How do you prove that there are three 
Perſons in the ſame Godbead, or Divine 
Nature? 
A. Firſt, From Revelation or the word of 


God, 1 John V. 7. There are three that bear 


Record in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghoſt : and theſe ibree are one. 

Secondly, both CHRIS T and the Hor! 
GaxosT are Divine Perſons, and have the Di- 
vine Nature aſcribed to them. 

©. How do you prove this? 

A. From the Form in Baptiſm : In the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 


Holy Ghof. And alſo from the Apoſtolick 


Form of Bleſſing, 2 Cor. XIII. 14. The Grace 
ef our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Love of God, 
and the Communion of the Holy Ghoſt be with 
you all, Amen, which would not be uſed but 
to ſhew, that they are all Divine Perſons, and 
equally Beſtowers of Bleſſings on us. 

©. As three Perſons are mentioned in the 


Godhead, bow do you prove the Unity of 
the Divine Eſſence, or that God is one in 


Nature? A. 
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A. The holy Scripture expreſs ly ſays fo, 
Mark XII. 32. There is one God, and there is 
none other God but be. And Deut. VI. 14. 
Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord eur God is one Lord. 

©. How do you prove the Divinity of Chriff 2 
. A. From the Goſpel of St. Jobn I. 1. In 
* the Beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word mas GOD. The ſame 
was in the Beginning with GOD. All things were 
: made by bim; and witbout him was not any 
thing made that was made. In bim was Life, 
and the Life was the Light of Men. And at the 
14th Verſe, The Word was made Fleſb, and 
dwelt among us. 

0 Qi. Are there not other Placer in Scripture 
12 from whence this Truih may be proved? 

A. Yes, many; but 1 will mention only 
three. Firſt, Col. I. 15, 16, 17. Who is the 
Image of the inviſible GOD, the Firft-boru of 
every Creature: For by him were all things crea- 
ted that are in Heaven, and that are in Earth, 
viſible and inviſible, whetber they be Thrones, or 
Dominions , or Principalities, or Powers: all 
things were created by him, and for him. And 
be is before all things, and by bim all things con- 


ſift. 


Se- 
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Sttondly, Heb, I. $-3c: He hath in theſe 
u Days ſpoken to us by bis Son, whom be bath 
appointed Meir of all things, by whom alſo be 
made the worlds: who being the Brightneſs of 
bir Glory, and the expreſs Image of bis Perſon, 
and upbolding all things by the word of his Pow- 
er, ben he bad by himſelſ purged our Sins, ſat 
OY on the Right Hand of the Majeſty on high. 
Thirdly, Romans IX. 5. where he is called 
GOD Bliſſed for evermore. And is, Matt h. I. 
23. called Emmanuel, or (GOD with ns.) 
©. Why is the Divinity of Chriſt thought ne- 
ceſſary for the obtaining of our Salvation ? 


A. His Satisfaction for the Sins of the 


world depends upon his being GOD; for 2 
meer Man could not have made Attoatment 
for the Sins of Mankind ; but the Dignity of 
the divine Nature, Nine with the human, 
gives a Value to the Sacrifice; and we are 
therefore ſaid in Scripture to be, Ads XX, 
28. purchaſed with bis own Blood. 
Mok ROVER, our Worſhip of JESUS 
fuppoſes him to be G0 D; for only GOD 
is to be worſhipped, and not any Creature, 
tho' of the higheſt Order ? 
2: How do you prove the Divinity of the Hoh 
Gboſf ? A. 
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A. Becauſe divine Acts are aſcribed to 
5 him, ſuch as Creation, and the like; and the 
: greateſt and moſt unpardonable Sin is com- 
mitted againſt. him, Matib. XII. 31. 
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The MEDITATION. 


FOR the purpoſe of our being able to ren- 
der a Reaſon of our Faith, and to give a 
ready Anſwer to Gainſayers, a Summary, or 
Symbol of Chriſtian Faith is offered to us, 
wherein is comprized the Sentiments of the 
3 Apoſtles, and the Belieſ of the primitive Chri- 
; ſtians; in Defence of which we have ſo great 
A a Cloud of witneſſes, Martyrs and Confeſſors, 
3 that nothing has been wanting to build up 
5 and eſtabliſh the Church of G OD for future 
| Ages; whoſe Foundation has been laid and 
cemented by the Blood of ſo many Saints, 
WHEN a finite Being conſiders the object 
of his Adorations, let him approach the Deity 
with a ſuitable Awe and Reverence; who, 
tho' one in Eſſence, yet, as he has been pleaſ- 2 
ed to reveal himſelf in Scripture, is three in 
Perions, 
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LI your Reaſon ſubmit to the Belief of 


what we find recorded in Scripture, tho in- 
comprehenſible by us, inaſmuch as it is con- 
tained in the word of GOD, who is Truth 
it ſelf: And no wonder that it appears a 


Myſtery infathomable by human Reaſon, when 


the Object of our weak Faculties is. no leſs 
than Infinitude it ſelf. 

Tu A r it has pleaſed the Almighty thus to 
reveal himſelf to us, ſeems to be from the 


wonderful Qeconomy and Diſpenſation of di- 


vine Providence, with reſpect to the Salvation 
and Redemption of loſt Man; in which each 
Perſon in the Godhead has been pleaſed to aſ- 
ſume a diſtin Part; GOD the FaTareRin 
lending his Son, thro' his abundant Grace and 


Compaſſion, to mediate a Reconciliation for 
this unhappy Wretch; GOD the Son in 


willingly undertaking, by his exemplary Life 
and Doctrine, as well as by his Sufferings 
and Death, to lead us to Glory; GOD the 
HoLr Gnos r, by ſtrengthning our Faith 
and ſanctifying our Obedience, to make us ca- 


pable of GO D's Favour, and fit to become 


| Heirs of an eternal Inheritance. 


Fox the Maniteſtations of the Truths which 
e 1 
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I meet with in holy Scripture, I think my ſelf 
obliged heartily to thank GOD for making ſo 
clear to me thoſe things which I cannot be 


happy without believing; and yet fo myſte- 


rious, that all the wiſdom of the world (with. 
out the Help of Revelation) could never have 


diſcovered to me. 


SHALL Plato praiſe GOD that he was 


born in Greece, and educated at Athens; and 
the Jews daily give Thanks, that they are the 


Children of Abraham? And ſhall not I much 
more bleſs my heavenly FaTHER, who hath 


granted me the Favour to ſuck in my Reli- 


gion with my Mother's Milk, and has given 
me ſuch Advantages of Birth and Education, 
that 1 know theſe Myſteries from my Youth, 
and am ſcarce ever tempted to doubt them. 
I will then give my poſitive and particular 
Aſſent to this whole Creed, and believe eve- 
ry ſingle Article of it: I will receive it as an 


undoubted Oracle from his Mouth, who nei- 
ther can, nor will deceive me. 


Ir I ſhould doubt of any Article, or heſi- 


tate on any Point of Faith contained herein; I 


need not ſeek any other Evidence but only 
this, whether it be certain that GOD hath 
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revealed it? If I am coil, that the divine 
Veracity hath declared it, 1 need not enquire 
further; and if I would n firmly, 
ought ſo far to enquire. 

1 am already ſatisfied, 1hat Be Church of 
CHRIST, from the Apoſiles down to this 
Time, has, Hom Age to Age, delivered this a 
Truth; and that the holy Scripture bears 
witneſs to every Article of this Belief. 


A Prayer for Faith in general. 


ATLmighty GOD, who haſt been pleaſed, as 
a Teſt of my Obedience to thee, to require 
of me a firm Belief and Faith i in thoſe Truths 
which are declared in thy holy word; grant 
that it may. have ſuch an Influence on what I 
. ay. and do, that, for the future, I may eſchew 
whatſoever is diſagreeable to thy divine Ma- 
jeſty; and follow all thoſe things which thou 
haſt commanded, that I may abide in thy 


Love to my Life's End, through au, Chri/f 
our. Lord. Amen, 


AND PRACTICE. . 


A Projer for Faith in the Ho- 
ly Trinity. 


0 Almighty and eternal GOD, who art 
incomprehenſible, and, by thy divine 
Grace afforded me, haſt ted me to avoid 
all heretical Tenets and Opinions, and to pro- 
feſs the Catholick Faith in acknowledging the 
one Eſſence of the Deity in three Perſons, 
Fa THEIR, Sox, and Holy Gos r; the- 
ſeech thee to 8 me ſtedfaſt in this 
Faith, and that thou wouldſt defend me from 
all F and temporal Calamities which 
may befall me; and this I earneſtly beg of 
thee, O thou that liveſt and reigneſt one 
GOD ( notwithſtanding the Diverſity of Per. 
ſons in the divine Eſſence) to all Eternity. 
Amen, | 
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the Bar of our Reaſon to be canvaſed, or judg- 
ed of there; for theſe being incomprehenſ ible | 
Truths cannot by any human Power or Faculty 
be ſcanned. _ 

Txz Duty of a che confiſts in what 
he ought to believe and do; according to 
which twofold Obligation the Titurgy, as 
well as all Books of Devotion, are ne 
formed. 

Ar preſent we have before us the moſt 
ſublime Theme of Divinity, a Treatife of the 
Efſence of GOD, or the Unity in Trinity, that 
| bottomleſs Abyſs of Knowledge, which 2 
the moſt extenſive Genius to comprehend * 

mur I ſhall at preſent attempt is, 
give a ſhort Account of the Arhanaſian C 55 
and alſo the true Meaning of thoſe Expreſſions, 
as far as they can be the Subject of finite Rea- 
_ fon, which, for want of being throughly un- 
derſtood, are apt to affright and ſtartle the true. 
. | 

Tuns Creed, or Symbol of Faith, is aſcrib- 
ed to Athanaſuus, who (on his being thrown 
out of his Patriarchal Seat of Alexandria, by 
the Malice of the Arrians, who were protected 

and encouraged by the Emperor Conſtantius, 
and 
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ing eontemned by ſome, rejected as inconſiſtent 
by others, and by à third Sort looked upon, 
in ſome Parts of it, as unintelligible. 

WE it treats of the Myferies of Paitl, | 
when it ſets forth the Attributes and Propery(s 
of an infinite and incomprehenſible DE r, L 


know not what words can be uſed | convey 


a juſt Idea of a Being beyond thyExtent of 
human Reaſon to fathom; for, A this Caſe, 


Reaſon can only be Ancilla Ede, or a Hand- 


maid, to enable us to judge the Validity of 
chat Tradition, and the Vera ity of that Hi tory 
which tells us, that thels ( tho' incempr eben- 


ſible Ideas) ought to I the Subjects of our 


Faith. 
As for Example, i in the criptures are con- 
tained Myſteries, which the Orthodox, or true 


_ «Believers therefore affirm ſhould be Subjecls 


of our Faith, becauſe GOD declares them,; 
that the Scriptures are the infallible word of 


GOD who cannot lie, is confirmed and made 


clear by Arguments of ſeveral Kind, of which 
Tight and unprejudiced Reaſon, as the directris 
or help to our Faith is a proper Judge: But 
the Myſteries which they contain, as proper 


Teſts of-vur Faith, ſhould not bo brought to 
the 
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THE 


H I TORK 


And Examination of the Symbol of Chriſtian 
Farh, commonly called the Creed of St. A- 
 TKANASIUS, chiefly according to 

D: Comber and Dr. Nichols. 


TRE Compiſures 3 in our moſt excellent Li- 
turꝑy, or Common Prayer Book, now uſed 
in the Church of England, are ſo well choſen 
and pious, ſo truly :dapted for Inſtruction and 
Devotion, that it is Pity any one ſhould en- 
tertain any Prejudice againſt them, (as has 
been the Fate of this Symbol of Chriſtian 
Faith; ) which, I am apt to think, has chiefly 
aroſe from want of Leiſure or Wente to 
think impartially, or by not being duly in- 
formed in the true Senſe and Meaning of the 
ſeveral Parts of which it conſiſts. 
Vn N one conſiders the various Tenets, | 
which a Treatiſe of this Nature muſt contain, 
we need not wonder that it is objected againſt, 
or that it meets with the Fate of its Lord and 
Mafter, (whoſe Doctrine it adyances ) of be- 

| i 
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ing contemned by ſome, rejected as inconſiſtent 


by others, and by a third Sort looked upon, 
in ſome Parts of it, as unintelligible. 

Murx it treats of the Myfteries of Faith, 
when it ſets forth the Attributes and Properties 


of an infinite and incomprehenſible De1Tr, I 


xnow not what words can be uſed to convey 
a juſt Idea of a Being beyond the Extent of 


human Reaſon to fathom; for, in this Caſe, 


Reaſon can only be Ancilla Fidei, or a Hand- 
maid, to enable us to judge of the Validity of 
that Tradition, and the Veracity of that Hiſtory, 
which tells us, that theſe ( tho' incomprehen- 


ſible Ideas) ought to be the Subjects of our 


Faith. 


As for Example, in the Ae are con- 
tained Myſteries, which the Orthodox, or true 


| Believers therefore affirm ſhould be Subjects 


of our Faith, becauſe GOD declares them; 


that the Scriptures are the infallible word of 


GOD who cannot lie, is confirmed and made 
clear by Arguments of ſeveral Kind, of which 
right and unprejudiced Reaſon, as the direfrix 
or help to our Faith is a proper Judge : But 
the Myſteries which they contain, as proper 


Teſts of our Faith, ſhould not be brought to 


the 
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the Bar of our Reaſon to be canvaſed, or judg- 
ed of there; for theſe being incomprebenſible 
Truths cannot by any human Power or Faculty 
be ſcanned. 


Txz Duty of a Chriſtian conſiſts in what 


he ought to believe and do; according to 


which twofold Obligation the Liturgy, as 


well as all Books of Devotion, are generally 


formed. 


AT preſent we have before us the moſt 


fublime Theme of Divinity, a Treatiſe of the 
Eſſence of GOD, or the Unity in Trinity, that 
bottomleſs Abyſs of Knowledge, which baftles 
the moſt extenſive Genius to comprehend. 
Wxar I ſhall at preſent attempt is, to 


give a ſhort Account of the Atbanaſian Creed; 


and alſo the true Meaning of thoſe Expreſſions, 


as far as they can be the Subject of finite Rea- 


fon, which, for want of being throughly un- 
derſtood, are apt to affright and ſtartle the true 
Believer. 

Tais Creed, or Symbol of Faith, is aſerib- 
ed to Athanaſius, who (on his being thrown 
out of his Patriarchal Seat of Alexandria, by 
the Malice of the Arrians, who were protected 
and encouraged by the e Conſtantius, 
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and having been accuſed by them of Hereſy 
to the Eaſtern and Weſtern Emperors, and to 
Julius Biſhop of Rome) appealed to him, de 
firing to clear himſelf of this Suſpicion before 
him, and before a Council of neighbouring 
' Biſhops, aſſembled in Laodicea, or Tyre, in the 
Year 340 on that Account; but the Arrians, 
his Enemies, did not then appear to make 
good their Charge againſt him. 
For the clearing of himſelf, the great Atha- 
naſius is ſaid to have made, at that Synod, this 
| Confeſſion of Fatth, (now called, from his 
Name, the Athauafian Creed.) It is ſaid to 
have been firft compoſed at Triers, when he 
firſt lived there in Exile, Aune 336, which 
he afterward ſent to Rome to Julius, when he 
pronounced it in publicx Synod, and declarec 
"IE to be his Faith, Anno 340. | 
WHETHER this Syſtem of Belief, as it now 
ſtands, was wholly compoſed by Atbanaftus 
or not, is matter of Diſpute, though we hay 
great Reaſon to believe that it is the Sum o 
what the ortbadox Chriſtians believed at tha' 
time of Day. In the Rubrick it is faid onl; 
( without laying any ſtreſs upon the Aﬀertion' 
to be commonly called the G eed of S. Athansfins 
1 | Nur 
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Nay, it ſeems probable that Athanaſts a- 


lone was not the Author of it, becauſe it does 
not appear to have been known, in this pre- 
ſent Form to any, till the Sixtb Century, long 
after Albanaſius's Death. 

BESIDESs, this Confeſſion of Faith oppoles 
the Neſt torians, Eutychians, and Monotbolites ; 


all which Heretic, ſprang up after Athanaſius 
his Time, and whoſe Errors could ſcarcely 


have been ſo directly oppoſed, as they are in 

this Creed, had they not ſubſiſted before. 
Bur, however, it has Marks of great An- 

tiquity; for ſome Paſſages of it are quoted in 


the Council of Toledo, held in 633. It is very 


certain that it has been received, as a Treaſure 
of ineſtimable Price, both by the Greek and 
Latin Churches for about a thouſand Years 
ſince, and it has been quoted by ſeveral Eccle- 
 fraftical Writers of great Antiquity. 

We have Teſtimonies very ancient to evi- 
dence this Truth: Gregory Naxianzen, in his 
Oration in Praiſe of Athanaſius, mentions a 
< Royal Gift, which he preſented to the En- 
* 1 a Confeſſion of Faitb, received with 

great Veneration both in the Veſt and Faſt 
which Place many Authors, both ancient and 
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modern, underſtand of this Creed. There 


are many Places in St. Aug uſtin's, which are 


verbatim taken out of this Creed; and in Bo- 


ethius, de Trinitate, Anno 5 10; and in the 4th 
Council of Toledo, Anno 67 1. The learned 
Uſher alſo mentions an old Pſalter, onee be- 
longing to King Athel/tan, (about the Year 
924 ) where this Creed hath this Title : The 
Faith of St. Athanaſus of Alexandria. Thus 
it appears from theſe few (as it might from 


many other Paſſages which might be mention- 


ed) that this Creed has born the Name of 
Atha naſius, in all the world, for many hun- 
dred Vears at leaſt, if not from its firſt Com- 
poſure. 

Tits Symbol of Faith contradidts expreſsly 
all thoſe Hereſies, which the Carbolick Church 
condemned in the primitive Councils, As to 
the Trinity, if teaches us, that we muſt not 
confound the Perſons (with Sabellius ; ) for 
there is one Perſon of the Father, another of 
the Jon, and another of the Holy Ghe/?, Sr. 
nor yet may we divide the Sul/tance (with 
Arrius and Eunomins; ) for the Godhead of the 
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, is 


all wh Se. Not only the Father is GOD, 


1 but 
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but the Son is GOD, ( which Arrius denied) N 
and the Holy Ghoft is GOD, (which Mace- 
donius would not grant;) and yet it doth not 
follow (as the Arrians pretended) that there 
are three Gods, | 
THEN, as to the Incarnation of our Saviour, 
it declares, that he is very GOD, of the 
Subſtance of the Father, before all the worlds, 
( againſt Arrius, Samoſatenus, and Photinus , ) 
and very Man, of the Subſtance of his Mother, 
born in the world, (which Afollinaris deni- 
ed;) of a reaſonable Hul, (which the ſame 


Heretick diſowned) and buman Fleſh, (which 


the Valentinians allowed not; ) and yet he is 


not two (as the Neſtorians dreamed, ) but one 


CHRIST. One, not by Confuſion of Sub- 
ſtance, (as Eutyches held) but by Unity of 
Perſon. Theſe are the chief Herefies, and if 


they were wrong, and the Catholick Church 


( which condemned them) in the right; then 


the Creed is orthodox, and the very Ouinteſſence 
of the ancient Divinity. 


Tu is Creed has been received, as a rn : 
ry of orthodox and true Faith, 5 all Cbriſtian 


Churches for many Centuries. Biſhop Uſber, 
the Primate of Ireland, tells us of another 


old 
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5 4 old Haber, written at leaſt a thouſand Years 


ago, Which is at Sir Robert Cottans Library 
at St. James's in London, in which is this Creed 


with the Title of, The«Catbolick Faith; and fo 


it. may well be called, being received for ſuch, 
and, under Atbanaſius's Name, not only in the 
Latin Cbureb, and thoſe of the Weſt ; but alſo 
in the Conſtantinopolitan and Eaftern Churches, 
and ſo it is alſo in the Lutheran and Gallican ; 
and, finally, Luther himſelf poſitively affirms 
Athanaſius's to be the Bulwark of the Apoſtles 
Creed. Many are the Teſtimonies that might 
be added; but ſurely theſe abovementioned 

may be ſufficient to confirm a thing ſo uni- 
verſally acknowledged. 

IT is an excellent Epitomy of the Dectrine 
eſtabliſhed in the Four firſt general Councils, 
concerning the Holy Trinity z and, by the Com- 
pilers of our Liturgy, plac'd in the Common- 
Prayer Book, to ſhew what ſhould be, as well 
as what was believed by the orthodox and true 
Believers concerning the Trivity, in an Age fo 
early, and then much over-run with Hereſy. 
As to the Matter of it, it condemns all ancient 
and modern Hereſies, concerning the true E 
ſence of the Deity ; and is the Sum of all Abe: 1 
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Ir therefore any ſcruple the denying Sal- 
vation to ſuch as do not believe the Articles 
of Faith relating to this Part of our Belief, let 
them remember that ſueh Perſons as of old 
maintained any fundamental Herefies, are con- 
demned in Scripture, St. Peter particularly 


calling ſome damnable Herefres, 1 Pet. II. 1. 
From whence it was a primitive Cuſtom, af- 


ter a Confeſſion of the orthodox Faith, to paſs 
an Anatbema againſt all that denied it. 


In Conformity to this ancient Uſage the 


Compilers, of this Symbol of Faith, have ex- 
preſſed their Anathema ſomewhat harſhly, be- 
ing perhaps whetted to it, by the ſevere Uſage 


they met with from their Enemies, the then 


Heretick: ; and knowing the Contents of the 
Creed to be entirely juſtifiable and erthodox, as 


will be ſeen hereafter. 
Bur, however, for the Eaſe and Satisfa- | 


ction of ſome People: who have a Notion that 
this Creed requires every Perſon to aſſent to, 
or believe every Verſe in it, on pain of Dam- 
nation; and who therefore ( becaule there are 
ſeveral things in it which they cannot com- 


prehend ) ſcruple to repeat it, for Fear they 


mould anathematize, or condemn themſelves; 


1 
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I defire to offer what follows to their ſerious 
Conſideration. 

HowEveR conſonant to the word of 
GOD, and not contrary, tho above Reaſon, 
ſome Verſes in this Creed may be; yet we 
are not required, by the words of the Creed, 


to believe every Verſe in it on pain of Dam- 


nation, 
AI. that is required of. us, a8 necelfary to 


en is, that before all things we bold the 


Catholick Faith, and the Catbolick Faith is, by 
the third and french Verſes, explained to be 


this: That we worſhip one GOD in Trinity, and 
Trinity in Unity; neither confounding the Perſons 
nor dividing the Subſtance. 


Tn is therefore is declared neceſſary to be 
believed; but all that follows from hence to 
the 261b Verſe, is only brought as a Proof 
and Illuſtration of it; and therefore requires 
our Aſſent no more than a Sermon does, which 
is made to prove or illuſtrate a Text, 

Tax Text, we know, is the word of 


GOD, and therefore neceſlary to be beliey- 


ed; od our Salvation is in danger if we do 
not; but no Perſon is, for that Reaſon, bound 
to bilieve every Particular of the Sermon de- 


duced. 
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duced from it, upon pain of Damnation, tho 
every Particuli of it may be true. 

Tu ſame I take to be the Caſe in this 
Creed]; the Belief of the Carbolick Faith be- 
: forementioned the Scriptures make neceſſary to 
Salvation, and therefore we muſt believe it; 
but there is no ſuch Neceſſity laid upon us 
to belieye the Illuſtration, that is there given 
of it, nor does the Creed require it 
Fon it goes on, in the 26th and 27th Ver. 
ſes, in theſe words: So that in all things, as is 
_ aforeſaid, the Trinity in Unity, and the Unity in 
Trinity, is to be worſhipped. He therefore that 
vill be ſaved, muſt thus think of the Trinity. 
WHERE it paſles off plainly from that II- 
luſtration, and returns back to the 4th and 5b 
' Verſes, requiring, by our Belief of the Catho- | 
Ek Faith, as there expreſſed as neceſſary to 
Salvation, that one GOD, or the Unity in Tri- 
nity, and Trinity in Unity, is to be worſhip- 


Al the reſt of the Creed, from the 2715 
"Verſe to the End, relates to our Saviour's In- 
carnation; which indeed is anether eſſential 
Part of our Faith, and as neceſſary to be be- 
Heved as the former: ; but that being expreſſed 
Badu is 
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in Terms ſo plain as no one, I ſuppoſe, ſcru- 
ples them, and therefore need not enlarge in 
giving an Account of them. 
Tu E Reaſons why this Creed is appointed 
to be ſaid upon theſe Days ſpecified in the 
Common- Prayer Book are, becauſe ſome of 
them are more proper for this Confeſſion of 
Faith, which, being of all others the moſt ex- 
preſs concerning the Trinity, is, for that Rea- 
ſon, appointed on Chriſimas-Day, Epiphany, 
Eafter-Day, Aſcenfion- Day, Whit-ſunday and 
Trinity Sunday, Which were all the Days that 
were at firſt ordered, in the firſt Common- 
Prayer Book of King Edward VI. 
Bur in the ſecond Book it was alſo en- 
joined on St. Matthias, H. John Baptiſt, &. 
James, St. Bartbolomew, St. Simon and $t. Jude, 
and K. Andrew; by which means this Creed 
may be repeated every Month in the Lear. 
Tux chief and fundamental Article of our 
Chriſtian Faith is the Belief of the Tri rinity; it 
may not therefore be foreign from the preſent 
Subject to give the Reaſons of this Faith, and 
| fhew: you how Chriftianity depends upon it. 
Tux irreligious and indolent world are tos 
apt 40 look upon every thing as jargon and 
R whim 


— 5 _ 


A 2 FSA; — 
3 on 
r ; 4 2 
F 238 
* = . —_. 


— 
» 


PPP ³² m ꝛðo⅛¾N X 3 
4 


— — 


74 CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE 


whim, which they cannot bring to the level 
of their Reaſon; ignorantly alledging, that 
nothing ſhould endanger their Salvation, which 
is above their Capacities to comprehend. 

BUT ſurely as Faith, equal with Obedience, 
is a Branch of Chriſtianity, we ſhould ſubmit 
our Belief to whatever we find in GOD's 
word as a Teſt of our Fauh, when we are af- 
ſured that it is the Word of GOD which 


ſays fo; this, I think, will be made clear from 


what follows: 
Tux we are obliged to believe the Unity 


in Trinity, and the Trinity in Unity, 1 think 


appears from the Oeconomy, or Diſpenſation 
of Chriſtianity, whereby all three Perſons bear 
a diſtinct Part in the accompliſhing of Man's 
Salvation. 5 

Txe Fa T HER, as ſending and giving his 
SoN for us; the So, as willingly taking 


upon him this M ion, and being made Man 


to redeem us; and the Ho LY GHOST, as 
perfecting this Salvation, and making us capa- 


ble of it. 
FROM hence ariſes the Neceſlity of our 


knowing, and rightly apprehending this Fuith, 
Which, with reſpelt to che * of the Codbead, 


de- 


Kos 
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il 


declares there is but one GOD, and that there 
none other but he, Mark XII. 32. Which the 
Jews of old were taught when it was declar- 


ed, Deut. VI. 4. Hear, Oran; the Lord our 


G 0 D is one Lord. Pet 
AND that in this Unity there is a 7 rinity 


of Perſons St. John tells us, 1 Jobn V. 7. Her 


tbere are three that bear record in Heaven, the 
Father, the Word, and the 1986 Gt; and 
theſe three are one. 

V' may conclude this in general from the 
Form of Baptiſm, which our Saviour gave to 


bis Diſciples after his Reſurrection, ſaying to 


them, Maith. XVIII. 19. Ge ye therefore, aud 
teach all Nations, baptizing them in the Name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt: where theſe three Perſons would not 
be joined together in that Form of Religion, 
whereby we are dedicated to GOD, it any 
of them were Creatures, and not divine Per- 
ſons. | 


FuRT HER ſtill, this Truth receives an 
additional Light from the Bleſſing which St. 


Paul gave the Corinthians at the Coneluſion of 


his ſecond Epiſtle, 2 Cor. XIII. 14. The Grace 
E our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Love of God, 
— and 


| - 
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and the Communion of the Holy Ghoff, be with 
you all. Amen. This Benediction ſhews, that 
all three are equally divine Perſons, and Be- 
ſtowers of Bleſſings upon us. 
MorEoveR, as we, Chriftians, are more 
particularly obliged to, ſo ſhould we be at all 
Times prepared to prove the Divinity of 
CHRIST, the Son of GO D, which St. Fobn 
ſets forth in his Goſpel, Jobs I. 1. &. In the 
Beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. The ſame was 
in the Beginning with God, All things were 
made by him; and without bim was not any 
thing made ibat was made. In him was Life, 
and the Life was the Light of Men. And in 
Coloſſians I. 15. &c. Who is the Image of the 
inviſible God, the Firſt born of every Creature. 
For by bim were all thinss created that are in 
Heaven, and that are in Earth, viſible and invi- 
ſible, whether they be Thrones, or Domimions, 
or Principalitieß, or Powers; all things were 
created by him, and for him. And be is before 
all things, and by bim all things conſiſt. 
Ta1s further appears from Hebrews I. 2, 
g. God, who hath in theſe laſt Days ſpoken to 
us b; bis Son, whom be bath appointed Heir of 
e all 
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all Singh; by whom alſo be made the world.. 
Whe, being the Brightneſs of his Glory, and the 
expreſi Image of bis Perſon, and upholding all 
things by the word of bis Power, when be bad, 
by bimſelf, purged our Sins, ſat downon the Ribe 


Hand of the Majeſiy on High. 


TH1s, as well as the foregoing Chapter of 


St. Jebn's Goſpel, ſets forth the Dignity and 


Divinity of the Son of GOD, in ſo full and 
lofty Expreſſions, that any one, who defires to 
be more firmly eſtabliſhed in this Article of 
Faith, let him turn to, and conſult the * 
ters himſell. 

ST. Paul alſo tells the Romans, IX. 5. that 


CHRIST ir over all, GOD Bleſſed for ever- 


more. Andit was of old Time propheſied by 
Iſaiah, that a Virgin ſhould bring forth a Son, 


and bis Name ſhall be called Immanuel, which, 
being interpreted, is, GOD with us, Matth. L 


23. 


ACCORDING to the Chriſtian Oeconomy ie 


allo follows of Neceſſity, that JESUS is 


GOD, becauſe we are commanded to pay 
divine worſhip to him; for only GOD is 
to be worſhipped, and no Creature, tho' of 
the higheſt Order, ſhould have this Honour 
paid to him. Tan 
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Taz full Satisfaction alſo of CHRI ST's. 


dying for our Sins, depends upon his Divi- 
nity; for a meer Man could not have made 
Aitonement for the Sins of the whole World; 
but the Dignity of the Divine Nature joined 
with Humanity, gives an infinite Value to 
the Sacrifice; and we are therefore ſaid in 
the Scriptures, to be purchaſed and redeemed by 
bis Blood. dE 

ALTHoO' I have been longer on this Arti- 
ele of our Chriſtian Faitb, than on the others; 


yet I hope the Importance of it will ng me 


from being too tedious. 

As the Belief in the Holy Ghoſt, the third 
Perſon in the ſacred Trinity, is equally neceſ- 
ſary to us, Chrifftans, with our Belief in God 
the Father and God the Son; fo I think it not 
amiſs to treat alſo of this indiſpenſible Tenet of | 
our Faith, 

Taz Godhead of the third Perſon in the 
Trinity, or the Holy Ghof, appears from the 
divine Acts aſcribed to him, as St. Fobn tells 
us, Fob XIV. 26. The Comforter, which is 
the Holy Gheft, whom the Nu her will ſend in 
my . be ſhall teach you all things, aud 


bring all things to your Remembrance, whatſoever 


1 
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I have ſaid 10 Jol. Theſe are Actions of 2 | 


Perſon ſuperior to any but an infinite Being, 
ſuch as GOD is, which St. Paul alſo con- 
firms, when he fays, Rem. VIII. 26. Likewiſe 
alſo ibe Spirit belpeth our Infirmities; for we 
know not what we ſhould pray for as we ought : 
but the Spirit it ſelf maketh Interceſſion for us 
with Groanings which cannot be uttered. And 
moreover Ananias, by lying unto the Holy 


G /, is expreſsly ſaid to lye unto G OD, as 


in As V. 4. Thou baſt not lied unto Men, but 
unto GOD; and moreover we are ſaid by St. 
Paul to the Corinthians to be the Temple of God, 
becauſe the Holy Ghoſt dwelleth in us, 1 Cor. 
III. 16, Sr. Knovy ye not that ye are the Tem- 


ple of Ged, and that the Spirit of God dvvelleib 


in you? If auy Man defile the Temple of God, 
him ſhall God deſtroy; for the temple of God i 15 
boly, vvhich temple ye are. 

AND a further Evidence of this Article 
appears, inaſmuch as the greateſt and moſt 
unpardonable Sin is ſaid to be committed a- 
gainſt him, which is pointed at in St. Matth. 
XII. 31, 32. All manner of Sin and Blaſpbemy 
| ſhall be forgiven unto Men; but the Blaſphemy 


againſt the oy Gh. ſhall not be forgiven unto 


Men. 
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Men. And whoſoever ſhall ſpeak a Word a- 
gainſs the. Sen of Man, it ſhall be forgiven him; 
ut vvhoſoe ver ſpeaketh againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
«it hall: not be forgiven him, neither in this World, 
«wor tn the World to come. To this Teſtimony 
of St. Matthevvy is alſo added that of the o- 
ther Evangeliſts, St. Mark III. 28. St. Luke 
XII. 10. and the firſt Epiſtle of St. 7obn V. 
6. which Sin this laſt Evangeliſt probably 
means by his Sin unto Death, c 
\ALTHo' many other Proofs might be 
brought from: the Scriptures, to illuſtrate this 
Article of Faith, yet, left L ſhould become te- 
dious, I will produce no more at preſent; 
but immediately proceed to the Ai hanaſian 
Creed, and; give ſome ſhort Comment upon 
ut, Whereby it may not appear ſo frightful as 
it probably ſeemed, before the Peruſal of the 
Meditations given in the foregoing Diſcourſe. 


? 


A 


Tn THE ---- 
Athanaſian Creed. 
J Upon theſe Feaſts, Chriſtmas-Day, the Epi- 
phany, St. Matthias, Eaſter-Day, Aſcen- 


ſion-Day, Whit-ſunday, St. John Baptiſt, 
st. James, St. Bartholomew, St. Simon 


and St. Jude, St. Andrew, and upon Tri- 


nity- Sunday, Jhall be ſung or ſaid at the 
Morning Prayer, inſtead of the Apoſtles 
Creed, this Confeſſion of our Chriſtian 
Fuitb, commonly called the Creed of St. 
Athanaſius, by the Miniſter and People 


/tauding. 
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I S Hoſvever will be ſaved; before all 
© things it is neceſſary, that he 


hold the Catholick Faith, 


2 Which Faith except every one do 


keep whole and undefiled; without doubt 


he shall perish everlaſtingly. 
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1 SINCE this Goſpel is to be proitbed to 

every Creature, Mark XVI. 15. who are 
to be baptized in the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, Matth. XXVIII. 
19. and that be who believetb, and is baptized, 
ſhall be ſaved; but be that believeth not, ſhall 
be damned, Mark XVI. 16. it is neceſlary, in 
order to every Man's Salvation, that he be- 
lieve in theſe three Perſons of the boly Trinity, 
which is the Catbolick Faith, and into the 
Names of which three Perſons every Chr tian 
is to be baptized. 

2 And fince the Apoſtle aa u us to 
bold faſt the Form of ſound Words, 2 Tim. I. 
x3. and we are exhorted to contend earneſily 
for the Faith once delivered to the Saints, as the 
common Salvation, Jude III. Since the Here- 
fies which oppoſe this Doctrine, are called 
damnable Hereſies, 2 Pet. II. 1. and thoſe who 
do not believe theſe Fundamentals of Chri- 
ſtianity, which are the neceſſary Qualifications 
for Baptiſm, ſhall be damued, Mark XVI. 16. 
we conceive it not a Breach of Chriſtian Cha- 
rity to ſay, that they who deſtroy this Futh 
by beretical Innovations, without doubt ſpall 
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3 And the Catholick Faith is this, that 
we worship one God in Trinity, and 


4 Neither confounding the Perſons, 


nor - dividing the 9 


5 For there is one Perſon of the Fa 


ther, another of the Son, and another 
of the Holy Ghoſt. 


6 But the Godhead of the Father , of 


the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt , is all 


one; the Glory equal, the Majeſty coe⸗ 
ternal. 


7 Such as the Father is, ſuch is the 


Son, and ſuch is the Holy Ghoſt. 


The Father uncreate, the Son uncre- 
ate, and the Holy Ghoſt uncreate. 

The Father incomprehenſible, the Son 
incompꝛehenſible, and the Holy Ghoſt in⸗ 
comprehenſible. 


The Father eternal, the Son eternal, 


and the Holy Ghoſt eternal 


8 And yet they are not three nz 
As 


but one Eternal. 
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3 Now this Catholick Faith, which at the 


firſt was delivered to the Saints, is this : that 


we worſhip the three Perſons, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, in an Unity of Eſſence. 


4 Neither muſt we, by no: diſtinourſhing 


the Perſons, make them only one Perſon under 
a different conſideration 3 nor by dividing the 
Eſſence, maxe them three Gods. | 

5 For Father, Son, and Holy Gheſt, have 
each of them their peculiar Perſonality. 


5 But there is but one Godbead belonging 
to theſe three Perſons, having all the ſame e- 
qual Glory and eternal Majeſty. 


7 And all the eſſential Attributes of the 


Deity, as Uncreatedneſs, Incomprebenſibility, 
Eternity and Omniſcieuce, do belong to every 
Perſon, 


8 And yet not in ſuch a diſtinct manner 
as to imply three different uncreated, incom- 


pre- 
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As alſo theze are not three Incompre⸗ 
henſibles , nor three uncreated; but one 
uncreated, and one incomprehenſible. 

So likewiſe the Father is. Almighty, 
the Son Almighty, and the Holy Ghoſk 
Almighty. 

And yet they are.not three Almighties, 
but one Almighty. 
So the Father is God, the Son is 

God, and the Holy Ghoſt is God. = 
And yet they are not three Gods, but 
one God. 

So likewiſe the Father is Loꝛd, the 
Son Lord, and the Holy Ghoſt Lord. 

And yet not three Lords, but one Lord. 

For like as we are compelled by the 
Chriſtian Verity to acknowledge every 
Perſon by himſelf to be God and Lord. 

So are we foꝛbidden by the Catholick 
Religion to ſay, there be three Gods , 
92 three Loꝛds. 

9 The Father is made of none, nei 
ther created, noꝛ begotten. 


10 The Son is of the Father alone, 
not made, noꝛ created, but begotten. 
11 The 
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prebenfible and eternal Beings. 


The like is to be faid of the Godſhip and 
Lerdſbip over the Creatures. 


9 The Father is ſelf-exiſtent, having his 


Being communicated by none ; not created as 


Men and Angels, nor begotten like the Son. 
10 The Son receives his Being from the 


Father, not made as a Creature; but, from 
all 
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11 The Holy Ghoſt is of the Father 
and of the Son; neither made, noꝛ cre- 
ated, noꝛ begotten, but proceeding. 

12 So there is one Father, not three 
Fathers ; one Son, not three Sons: one 
Holy Ghoſt, not three Holy Ghoſts. 


= x3 And in this Trinity none is afore 
[| or after other; none is greater or leſs 
than another. 
14 But the whole three Perſons are 
coeternal together, and coequal. 
15 So that in all Things, as is afoꝛe⸗ 
ſaid, the Unity in Trinity, and the Tri⸗ 
nity in Unity, is to be worshipped, 
16 He therefore that will be ſaved, 
muſt thus think of the Trinity, 


5 
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all Eternity, in an ineffable manner, derived 
from the Futher, who is the Fountain of the 
Deity ; which Origination, in Scripture Lan- 
guage, is called begetting. 

11 The Holy Ghoft derives his Eflenee 


both from the Fuber and the Son; which, in 


holy Scripture, is called going out, or proceeding. 
12 So that one of theſe Perſons only is Fa- 
ther, one only is %, and another ouly is 


Holy Ghoſt; none of the perſonal Attributes 


being communicable to the other two. 
13 Neither is Priority of Dignity, or Su- 
periority of Power, in theſe Perlons. 


14 All of them have the like Eternity and 
Equality. | 

1 5 So that in all our Addreſſes to 4 
when we pay our Adoration to one Pe: fon, 

we worſhip all three. 
16 And to think thus of the Trinity is the 
true Chriſtian ſaving Faith. 

The Meaning of this laſt Expreſſion is, that 
this Belief in the Trinity, in the manner above- 
mentioned, is the only ſavins Faith which we 
know of; becauſe we clearly find it thus re- 
preſented in the holy Scriptures, which are 
: M the 
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17 Furthermore, it is neceſſary, to e⸗ 
verlaſting Salvation, that he alſo believe 
rightly the Incarnation of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chak, Os 

18 Fo2 the right Faith is, that we be- 
lieve and confeſs, that our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Son of God, is God and 
Man. 

19 God, of the Subſtance of his Fa 
ther, begotten before the Worlds; and 
Man, of the Subſtance of his Mother, 
born in the World. 


20 Perfect God, and perfect . 
of a reaſonable Soul and human Flesh 
ſubſiſting. 


21 Equal 
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the Word of GOD, and the only Guide to e- 
ternal Salvation, in the ordinary way to lead 
us to eternal Happineſs; not to exclude GOD 
from ſaving wonderfully, and by extraordinary 
Inſtances of Mercy, according to his divine 
Will and Pleaſure. But he has manifeſted 
his Command, that all Men, who can come 
to the Koowledae of this Fab, ould. thus 
believe, on pain of Damnation. 

17 Moreover, to attain the ſame true 
Faith, it is alſo neceſſary to believe rightly 
concerning Chii/t's Incarnation. 


18 For we ought to believe that our Blef- 
ſed Lord is both GOD and Man. 


19 As he is GOD, he derived his divine 
Nature from the FATHER, by a Generation 
before all Time: As he is Man, made of the 
bodily Subſtance of his an, and born in 
Time. 

20 Not being only, as the Arrians pretend, 
a very highly exalted Creature, but true and 
perfect GO D: Nor, as the Apollinarians 1ma- 


gine, having his Humanity ſwallowed up of 
M 2 : his 
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21 Equal to the Father, as touching 
his Godhead; and inferioꝛ to the Father, 
as touching his Manhood. 

22 Who, although he be God and 
Man; yet he is not two, but one Chiiſk, 


23 One, not by Converſion of the 
Godhead into Flesh; but by taking of 
the Manhood into God. 

24 One altogether ; not by Confuſion 
of Subſtance , but by Unity of Perſon. 


25 For as the reaſonable Soul and 
lech is one Man; ſo God and Man is 
. Chriſt. 
26 Who ſuffered for our Salvation, 
de⸗ 
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his Divinity, but perfect Man likewiſe; which 
Manhood of Chriſt doth conſiſt in the Union 
ef a rational Soul with an human Body 

21 Enjoying an Equality with the Far REA, 
in reſpeR of his being GOD; but far infe- 
rior to him, as he is Man. 

22 But, however, thougb our Bleſſed Ka- 
viour be botl® God and Man, yet he is not, 


aceording to the Fancy of the Mer ian, WW 
Perſons; but, by Union of the Deity with the 


Humanity, he becomes that one ſingle Perſon 
which we call CHRIST. 

23 One, not by turning the divine Nature 
into human Body; but by afluming the human 
Nature into a ſtrict Union with the divine. 

24 And this by a very cloſe and entire 
Union; yet not ſuch as to confound the two 
Natures of the Divinity and Humanity, and 
to make Chriſ have but ove Will (which was 
the Hereſy of the Eutycbiaus and Monothelitei) 


but only by ſuch a perſonal Unity as we per- 


ceive in our own Nature. | 
2 5 For as the rational Soul and buman Bo- 
dy conſtitute ove Man; by a parity of Reaſon 
God and Man is one Chrif?. 
26 This Bleſſed Perſon of our Lord we 
be- 


94 CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE 


deſcended into Hell, and roſe again the 
third Day from the Dead. 


27 He aſcended into Heaven, he 
ſitteth on the Right Hand of the Father, 
God Almighty; from whence he shall 
come to judge the Quick and the Dead. 
28 At whoſe coming all Men shall 
riſe again with their Bodies; and shall 
give Account foꝛ their own Woꝛks. 


20 And they that have done Good, 

shall go into Life everlaſting; and they 
that have done Evil, into everlaſting 
n 
30 This is the Catholick Faith: which, 
excevt a Man believe faithfully, he can- 
not be ſaved, 
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believe to have ſuffered for our Sakes, to ob- 


tain Salvation for us; to have deſcended into 
Hades; and to have roſe again the Wire Day 
from the Dead. 

27 That he hath aſcended up into Heaven; 
and fitteth in glorious manner next in Honour 
to God the Father; and ſhall hereafter come 
from thence to judge the World. 

28 Who when he ſhall come, all Men muff 


appear before bis Judgment-Seat, that every one 


may receive the things done in his Body, accord- 
ing to that be hath done, whether it be good or 
bad, 2 Cor. V. 10. 

29 And bad Men ſhall go away into ever- 


laſting Puniſhment ; but the Righteous into Life 


eternal, Matth. XXV. 46. 


30 This is the Catholick Faith, which our 
Bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles have taught; 
and the heretical Oppoſers of this Faith cannor, 
by God's ordinary Mercy, expect Salvation, 


till they recant their wicked Errors and here- 


tical Pravity. 
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96 CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE 
The Fifth LECTURE. 


© Yue. Into bow many Ar ticles is the Apoſiles 
Creed divided? 

Anſw. Twelve. 

hieb is the Firſt? 


4283 Believe in God the Father Al 
mighty, Maker of Heaven and 
Earth. 
9, What il meant by belong) in GOD? 

A. It is the fundamental Article of all Re- 
ligion; it being antecedent to all Revelation, 
and to be proved rather from Nature and 
Reaſon, than from the Bible. 


©. What grounds have you for this Belief, or 
how do you prove that there is a GO D? 
A. Firſt, from the Make and Frame of the 
world, witch carries the marks of infinite 
power, wiſdom and goodneſs. So, as St. Paul 
fays, Rom. I. 20. The inviſible things of bim, 
from the foundation of the world, are clearly 
ſeen, being undeyſtood by the things which are 
made, even his eternal Power and Godbead. 
Secondly, from Reafon, whereby it plainly 
appears, that every thing has a Cauſe, and 
could not make it ſelf; for then it would be 


be · 
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before it ſelf, and fo be and not be at the fame 


time, which is a contradition, both terms 
of which cannot poſlibly be true; therefore 


there muſt be a firſt Cauſe, or ſelt-exiſtent 


Being, which is GOD. 


_ Thirdly from the Conſent of all Nations, 
and of all Mankind, who have had ſome e. 
lief, or ſome worſhip, of 'a ſupreme Being, 
which ſhews it is a natural Principle, pro- 
ceeding from the Heart and Conſcience; which 
is moſt evident from the Fear of a ſupreme 
Judge, which wicked Men, on the Commiſ- 


ſion of any Crime, teo juſtly dread. 


Fourthly, all Prophecies, Revelations and 
Miracles, as they are above. Nature, do alſo 


argue the Being of a GOD, who, when it 


pleaſes him, can manifeſt his divine Will be- 


* the Power and conſtant Rules of natural 
Cauſes. | 


©. Why i GOD called Father ? ? | 
A. It is the Name given to the ſupreme GOD 


by Heathens, as well as Jews and Chriſtians, as 


carrying in it the Notion of all things having 
been from him, and depending upon him, e- 
ſpecially 85 and Men, who, being rational 
Creatures, owe Love, Reverence and worſhip 

N to 


98 CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE 


to him as their common Creator and Father. 
O. Upon bow many Accounts may be be called 
Father? | 
A. Chiefly on three: uſt, on the account 
of Creation, Mal. II. 10. Have we not all one 
common Father? Hath not one GOD created 
us? 1 Cor. VIII. 6. To us there is but one 
G OD the Father, of whom are all things. 
" Sec ondly, As Chri i/tians are the adopted Chil- 
dren, and are faid to be born again, and born 
of G 0 D, by believing in C HR IST, and be- 


ing cited into CEriflianity: L Joba V. A 


WWhoſeever believetb that Jeſi ie the Chriſt, is - 
Lorn of God. And again, x Jobn III. 1. Bebold 
what manner of Love the Father bath beftowed on 
us, that we ſpould be called the Children of God, 
And we, as Chr iftians, are, Epbe/. I. 5. prede- 


ſtinafel unto the Adoption of Children by Jeſus 


Cbrift. And, Rom. VIII. 15. we have received 
the Spirit of Adoption, whereby We ry, Abba, 


2. aber. 


"Thirdly, As he is the Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is his only begotten Son 
from all Eternity ſo he is called, Rom. XV. 
6. Gol, even the Niber of our Lord Jeſus Chrift. 
And Chriſt himſelf often calls him Farber; as 


John 
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Jobn XX. 17. I aſcend unto m my Father and 
your Father, and to my God and your God. 

O. Why i 7s Almighty the fiſt and chief 

 Airribute of Gol, and as fuch memioned 

alone in the Creed? 

A. It declares GOD to have all Power 
and Energy in and from himſelf; and that he 
is therefore Self-exiſtent, and che Cauſe or all 
things, and ſo comes near, and anſwers that 
Deſcription of himſelf, J am that J am; 
that is, I have Being and Power from my ſelf ; 
and our Acquieſcence in the Belief of this, is 
the Foundation of our Faith, Truſt and De- 
pendance upon him; therefore he told Abra- 
ham, Gen, XVII. 1. I am the Almighty GOD. 

2. What is implied, or meant in this Attri- 

ute Almighty ? 

A. Two things: Firfl, that he hath Power, 
Authority and Dominion; in which Senſe the 
Pſalmiſt ſaith, Pal LXII. 11. Power belongeth 
unto God. . 

Secondly, That he hath Power, Force, | 
Strength and Ability to do what he pleaſes, 
tho' contrary to, and above Nature; in which 
Senſe Chriſt ſays, Matib. XIX. 26. with GOD 


all things are poſſible. 
N 2 ©. Are 


O: Are all things whatever then poſſible with 


GOD? 
- A Yeh except ſuch as imply a Contradi- 


gion; that is, where the Terms are inconſiſt- 
ent, and Aare) one another; or which are 
contrary to the Perfections of his own Nature: 
As, it is impoſſible for God to lie; for this 

would be an imperfection and e and 
not an effect of Power. 

2M bat is meant by GOD's being Maker 

of Heaven and Earth? 

A. That he created, or made out of nothing, 
all Beings whatſoever, whether viſible or in- 
viſible. 

©. Why is this particularly mentioned, or at- 

tributed to GOD? 

A. Beeauſe it ſhews him to be ha. true 
G OD, contrary to' falſe Gods; and it is the 
greateſt Inſtance of his e e his infi- 
nite power, wiſdom and goodneſs; in making 

the World, without having any previous mat- 
ter of which he might compoſe it; and com- 
municating Being to ſo many Creatures. 

The Scripture therefore takes eſpecial Notice 
of this: As XVII. 24. GOD, that made 
the World, and all things therein, be is Lord of 


Heaven 
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Heaven and Earth. 1 Cor. VIII. 6. To us 

there is but one GOD, the Father, of whom, 
are all things, and we in bim; and one Lord 
JESUS CHRIST, by whom are all things, 

and we by bim; GoD ereating the world by 
his SON. 

And this is particularly mentioned in the 
Heavenly Doxology, Rev. IV. 11. Thou art 
worthy, © Lord, to receive Glory and Honour and 
Peer; for thou baſt created all things, and for 
thy Pleaſure they are, and were created. 


The MEDITATION. 


LET my Heart ſay, with reſpect to every 

Article of the Creed: I believe this; and 
with one Mind and one Mouth ſeal it with a 
firm Aſſent. A general Perſuaſion of ſome 
Truths may ſuffice, becauſe they do not much 
concern us; but theſe Principles of our Faith 
are the Ground of our Prayers, and the Rule 
of our Lives; ſo that they muft be received 
with the ſame Conſent, that Mathematicians 
Pefiulata are, without the Admiſſion of which 
he can do nothing, becauſe all his following 
Demonſtrations depend upon them. | 
B x 
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Br this Creed I muſt conduct ms Affair: 
of my Life; on theſe Principles I inuft venture 
my Soul hem Death approaches; and (if 
Need be) for theſe eternal Truths 1 muſt pour 
out my Blood. 

WHEREFORE it is my Duty to ererciſẽ niy 
Faith, and to be fo rooted in the Belief of theſe 
Opinions, that no Pleafure may intice me to 
walk contrary to them; nor Threatnings af- 
fright me into a Denial of them; and then 1 
may be ſaid truly to believe in them. 

I muſt frequently meditate on every Article 
of my Belief, that it may produce the Effects, 
and ſerve the Ends of Refignation and Obe- 
dience to GOP's Mill, for which it was re- 
vealed. And ſurely there muſt be ſomething 
extraordinary in theie few Principles, ſo ſignal- 
ly delivered by themſelves, and ſeparated 
irom, as well as ſelected out of the whole 
Body of Chriſtian Verity. 

DovusTLESS they are of more Conſe- 
quence than any others, not becauſe they are 
more true, but more uſeful, to aſſiſt our De- 
votions, and direct our Lives, than any other 
Propoſitions, which the word of Goo doth 


contain. 
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To which End, whilſt 1 meditate on the 
Creed, I contemplate the Power of an Al- 
mighty Far HR, the Love of his moſt mer- 
ciful So , our Redeemer, and the Grace of 

the Hol x GyosrT, our Sanctifier; and this 
| ſhould diſpoſe my Soul to Prayer. 

Fk 0M hence, in my ſolemn Adorations of 
the Dir, I may learn to approach the di- 
vine Majeſty with awful Reverence and godly 
Fear, filied with ſincere and longing Deſires, 
with ſiedfaſt Hope and chearful Expectations, 
by thus ſetting GO D before me in the Glory 
of his Attributes, and Greatneſs of his works. 

WHEN I proieſs my Bclief in the Father 
Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth, 
how readily ſhould I run to him for che Sup- 
ply of all my wants, ſeeing he is the Author, 
Poſſeſſor and Governor of all things. 

Wu EN I declare my Aſſent in this Belief 
that the Son of God was made Man, and dwelt 
among us, died, roſe again, and returned to Hea- 
ven, W where he was before, to plead our cauſe, 
and prepare a. Place to receive us, can I for- 
bear to ſue to GOD, thro him, for Pardon 
and Peace and all the Benefits of his Paſſion. 

Fisakrt, when I have profeſſed my Belief 

iN 
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in the Ho. GHOST, who, in the Catholick 
Church, ſanftifies me, gives me Remiſſion of 
Sins, nd raiſes up my Body to Life everlaſt- 
ing; I muſt needs (if ſincere) feel my Heart 
ſtrongly moved, to petition for the Aid of his 
Holy Spirit to work theſe Graces in me, and 
Prepare me for theſe Benefits. 

Tavs am I ſenſible, that true and firm 
Faith creates Truſt in our Prayers, removes 
our Fears, quickens our Defires, inftruQs us 
what to aſk, who to aſk of, and in what man- 
ner to maxe acceptable Addreſles. 

I believe therefore moſt firmly in one infi- 
'nite eternal GOD, a moſt wiſe and powerful, 
holy and pure Being, diſtinguiſhed into thre? 
PerxsONSs, the firſt being the Father Al⸗ 
mighty, who is the Maxer of me and all 
Mankind, of all Creatures in Heaven and 
Earth, 204 the Preſerver and Governor of the 
world; wherefore I am reſolved, and obliged 
to own him as my GOD and Almighty Fa- 
ther, by loving, fearing and ſerving him; and 
to acknowledge him the Creator of all, by ad- 
miring his works, rightly ufing his Creatures, 
relying on his Providence for whatſoever I 
want in this world, and flying to him in all 
Danger. 5 An 
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An Addres to GO D: as one 
"1 Efſence., 


J Believe, O np thou art one; 

and that there is no other GO D beſides thee : 
Thou art that one, infinite and independent 
Being; that one only true GOD, whom all 
Men, and all Angels muſt worſhip and adore. 


Help me therefore, O my GO D, to love and 
praiſe thee with godlike Aﬀebtions, and a ſuit- 


able Devotion. 
I give my firm Aﬀent 1 belief to what) 
is contained in the Scripture, or word of 


GOD; that, in the Unity of the Godhead, 


there is a Trinity of Perſons, in whom I be- 


lieve, under the Apellation of FaTuzs,. 


Son and Holy Gos T; in whole Names 
I was baptized, and to whole Service I am re- 
ligiouſſy dedicated. 

ir u the moſt me Humility I a- 
dore thee, moſt bleſſed and glorious Trinity, 
GOD ibe Father, GOD the Son, and GOD 
the Holy Ghoſt, for gas Joint Authors of our 
Salvation. 
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O ſacred and myſterious Trinity, tho thou 
aft incomprehenſible, and I cannot conceſ ve 


thee; yet let me daily experience thy Good- 


neſs: 2 Cor. XIII. 14. And may the Grace of 


' the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Love of God, 


and tbe Communion of the Holy Spirit, be aw] 
me de always. Amen. 


As Father of all Beings. 


M OR EOVER, with the moft protound 

Humility, I love and praiſe thee, O my 
GOD, the firſt Perſon in the moſt adorable 
Trinity, the Fountain of the Godhead, the 
eternal Father of the eternal Son Jeſus Chrift, 
my Saviour; by whom thou not only made/} 
the World, and all things therein; but, as a 


tender Father, ſo loved the World, as to give 


his. only begotten Son to redeem us, John III. 
16. And by this thy wonderful condeſcend- 
ing Inſtance of Kindneſs, haft ſhewn thy a- 
bundant Love, and Deſire to help us; for 
which our utmoſt Gratitude is due, which we 
expreſs by a willing and unfeigned Obedience 


to all thy Commandments, 


As 


Po 
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As in Power Almighty, and a 


Being endowed with all di- 
vine Attributes. 


1 Believe, O my G OD, that thou art a Spi- 

Tit moſt pure, holy, he infinite in all Per- 
fections; in Power, Almighty; in Know- 
ledge, omniſcient; in Goodneſs and Compaſ- 
ſion, bounteous and merciful; and in Place, 


omnipreſent. 


In Conſequence of which boundleſs Attri- 


butes, may I always contemplate thy divine ; 


Nature, O thou Fountain of all things, as in- 
imitable Amiableneſs and Love it ſelf. In- 


ſpire me therefore with Love, Admiration, 


Praiſe, Fear and Adoration of thee: for thou, 


Lord, art my Hope, my Truſt, my Lite, my 


Joy, my Glory, my All and only Good. 


As Maker and Ruler of Hca- 


ven and Earth. 


1. Am throughly convinced, O Father Almigh. 
ty, that thou didſt make Heaven and Earth, 
O 2 the 
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the whole world, and all things in it, viſible 
and inviſible, out of nothing, and by thy word 
only; by which thou didſt demonſtrate thy 
divine Love, in communicating Being to all 
Creatures, and ſtill ſheweſt, by thy Preſerva · 
tion, that thou continueſt to love all things, 
and bateſt not bing that thou baft made. 

Tu us, as Lord and Governor of this wide 
extended Univerſe, thou fitteſt at the Helm, 
and ſteereſt all things; for, Ads XVII. 28. 
11 thee we live, and move, and have our Being. 
Altho' all thy works are wonderful, yet the 
moſt illuftrious Indication of thy Goodnels, is 
the Creation of Man after thine own. Image 
and Likeneſs, For the greater Manifeſtation 
o® whoſe Dignity, thou waft pleaſed to or- 
dain all Creatures in this lower world, and to 
ſubject them to his Dominion. 

LOK D, what is Man, that thou art mind- 
ful of bim; or the Son of Man, that thou ſo re- 
garde// him! O may I always perpetually love, 
2dmire and praiſe thy univerſal goodneſs/and 
providence over the whole world in general; 

but more particularly over Man, P/al. XCI. 
11. giving even thy Angels charge concerning 
him, 10 keep bim in all bis ways: pergetually 


mani 
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' manifeſting a Flux and Reflux of thy inex- 
hauſtible goodneſs over all thy Creatures. 

\ SENSIBLE therefore, O thou great Ruler 
of the Univerſe, of thy daily Deliverances, 
and amazing Kindneſſes, indulged both to 
Soul and Body, (which, alas! I have not 
conſidered hitherto as I ought to do,) I fall 
down, with a moſt humble and thankful Heart, 
to adore thee. The longer I live, O my 
GOD, the more Reaſon I have to ſhew my 
gratitude, becauſe every Day ſupplies me with 
freſh Experiments, and new Metives of thy 


manifold Love. 


An Addreſs for worldly Bleſ 
{ings. 


IN full Truſt of thy Almighty Power, O 

GOD, and merciful Father, the Maker 
and Diſpoſer of all things, with the moſt pro- 
found Humility I aſk of thee, for my ſelf and 
all Mankind, Food, Raiment, Health, prote- 
ction and peace; not doubting but that thou, 
who haſt made all things, wilt take care + 
the Works of thy Hands, 
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The five immediate foregoing Addreſſes ma: 
ſerve as an additional Office to your daily 
Devotions, on the Feaſt of the Trinity, th: 
Lord's-Day, or any otber Seaſon of ſolems 
Revirement. 


"i 


The Sixth LECTU R E. 


ND in Jeſus Chriſt, his only 
Son, our Lord. 
©. What is the Meaning of theſe two Names 
Jeſus, Chriſt? 
A. Feſus the proper Name given to our 
Saviour, at his Circumciſion, by Joſeph, his 
reputed Father, Math. I. 25. and that by 


"= 


which he was commonly called, Fobn IX. 11. 


A Man, that is called Feſus, made Clay, and a- 


nointed my Eyes, ſays the Man cured of his 


Blindneſs. 
9. Was the Name Jeſus a common Name 
given to other Perſons? 
A. Ves; we read of one Jeſus, a Jew, 


£9 led 7 1, Col. IV. 11. and of another Jeu, 
whoſe 
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hoſe Nie 24s Barjeſus ; ; that is, the Son of 


Jeſus, Adds XIII. 6. So formerly Jeſus, the 


Son of Hracb, wrote the Book of Ecclefiaſti- 


cus; and there is mention of one Jeſus, who 
gave Reſt to the People of Iſrael, Heb. IV. 8. 
that is Joſhua, which fignifies the ſame as Je- 
ſus, and is a Type of him. 

L. But was not the Name Jeſus given ts 


Chriſt upon ſome more particular Account, 


than it was given to others? 

A. Yes; it was ordained by an Angel to 
x given to him, and the Reaſon expreſled, 
Matth. I, 21. For be ſhall ſave bis People from 
heir Sins : The word Jeſus implying a Sa- 
viour; Which was a Name ſo honourable, that 
he Heathens themſelves gave it to their Con- 
Juerors, or Chief-gods. 


©. What is the Meaning of the word Chriſt? 


A. It is the Name of his Office, and ſigni- 
les Anointed, derived from the Greek word 
pie, ango ; chiefly uſed in the New Teffa- 


nent, which was Wrote in Greek, and is of 
he ſame Importance with Melſab i in the He- 


erb. 
O. Why is Jeſus called Chriſt, or Anointed? 
A. Becauſe, as Mediator, he was appointed 
5 
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by G00 to diſcharge the three Offices of 
Prophet, Prieſt, and King; to which the Cere- 
mony of anointing ith Oil did belong under 
the Law; fo Aaron was anointed, Lev. VIII. 
12. and his Sons were commanded. ſo to be, 
Exod. XL. 15 Elijah was alſo commanded 
to anoint Eliſha to be Prophet in bis room, 1 
Kings XIX. 16. So was Saul anointed to be 
King by Saniuel, 1 Sam. X. 1. And David al- 
ſo, 8 others afterward, were anointed. 


©. Was Chriſt anointed, like thoſe, with ma- 
e Oil? 


A. No; but with that wha; was much 
better, and more glorious, with Efficacy and 
Energy from above; which, in a more pecu- 
| Har manner, ſerved to ſhew that GOD had 
appointed him to thoſe great Offices, Als X. 
38. 60 D anointed Jeſus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Gbe/t and with Power : which he receiy- 
ed not by Meaſure, but deſcended viſibly upon 
him in Baptiſm, when he: firſt entred upon 
his publick Miniſtry ; all the time before his 
Inauguration living as a private Man. 

E Wherein was Jelus a Prophet, and how 

did be diſcharge that Office? 
A. As he had the will of GOD revealed 


** 10 


to him, and publiſhed it in the moſ! perfect 
manner; that he ſhould be a Propbet, was 


foretold by Moſes, Deut. XVIII. 15. and he 


himſelf applies that Prophecy of Iſaiab to 
himſelf, Luke IV. 18. be bath anointed me to 
preach the Goſpel. 

D. How was Chriſt a Prieſt ? 

A. He was a Prief} after the Order of Mel. 


chizedek, as was propheſied of him, P/al. CX. 


4. and not after the Order of Aaron, being of 
the Tribe of Judab, and not Levi. 

S. How did be diſcharge this Office? 

A. In offering up himſelf as a Sacrifice to 
GOD, to make Atonement for the Sins of 
the world; and in Bleſſing, and making In- 
terceſſion for us in Heaven, 

Q. How, and wherein is Chriſt a King? 

A. As he ſetteth up a ſpiritual Kingdom 
over the Souls of Men, and is Head of his 
Church, giving Laws to it, and appointing 
Officers in it; and has all Power given bim, in 
Heaven and Earth, not only to protect and re- 
ward the faithful, but alſo to inflict Puniſh- 
ment on the rebellious; on all which accounts 
he is ſaid to bave the Throne of bis Futher Da- 
vid, and to reign over ibe Houſe of Jacob for 


P ever; 
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ever; and of his Kingdom there ſhall be no end, 
Luke J. 32, 33. So alſo he owned himſelf, 
and was called King of 1he Jews. i 
9. What is meant by Chriſt's being the only 
Sen GOD? _ 

A. That he hath the ſame divine Nature 
and Eſſence with GOD the Father, com- 
municated to him, in an extraordinary and 
incompreher{ible manner, from all Eternity; 
as' Children have the fame human Nature 
from their natural Parents in Time; and 
therefore the Scripture calls him the only be- 
gotten of the Father, John 1. 14. None other 


having the Divine Nature communicated to 
them in the ſame manner. 


©, How do you prove this? 


A. He is ſtyled, Heb. 1. 3. the Brightneſs 
of his Fautber's Glo) 75 and the expreſs Image of 
bis Perſon, John V. 35. He was a burning and 
ſhining Light, John I. 9. He was the true Light 
which lighteth every Man that cometh into the 
world. John VIII. 12. I am the Light of the 
world, be that followeth me ſhall not walk in 
Darkneſs, but ſhall have the Light of Life. 

D pon this account he is called, in the Ni- 


cæan Creed, Light of Light, f the Ho- 


cinians, 
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cinians, who deny that he had an Exiſtence 
before his being born of the Virgin Mary. In 
Confutation of this Doctrine hear him teſti- 
fying from his owa Mouth, Jobs VIII. 58. 


Before Abraham was, I am. 


That he was in Heaven before his Paſſion 
and Aſcenſion, is plain from theſe words, John 
VI. 62. What and if je ſhall ſee the Son of 
Man aſcend up where be was before. That he 
was from all Eternity with GOD the Father, 
and that he was GOD, St. Jobs plain) 
ſhews, Jobn I. 1, 2, 3. 

©. Why is be jabs be our LORD? 

A. Becauſe he hath abſolute Power, Right 


and Dominion over us, both in his: divine. 


and human Nature; by Right ot his Divini- 
ty, as he is our Lord, Gop, and CREA 
TOR; by which he is truly LORD of us, 
and all his Creatures, ſo that St. 7 "WE 
might juſtly call him bis LORD and bis 
GOD, John XX. 28. 
DO. How is be LORD in his buman Na- 
ture? | 
A. As he hath all Power in Heaven and 
Earth given bim; and is made Lord and Me- 
diator, beivg exalted to the Right Hand of God, 
Pe there- 
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therefore let all the Houſe of Iſrael, know aſſu- 
redly, that GOD bath made that ſame Jelus, 
whom ye bave crucified, both LORD and 
CHRIST, As II. 36. Then by his Re- 


demption and Purchaſe of us, we are entirely 


his; 1 Cor. VI. 20. for ye are bought with a 
Price; therefore glerify GOD in your = and 
and Spirit, which are GO D J. 


The MEDITATION 


W I TH reſpe& to our Saviour, I do moſt 
firmly believe in the ſecond Perſon of 
the moſt holy Trinity, JESUS CHRIST, 


eur anointed Saviour; who is very GOD, 
equal with the Father, being his only Son by 


eternal Generation; and our Lo RD, by the 
merciful Redemption of our Souls. 
ON this account therefore 1 am obliged 


and reſolved to commit my Salvation to the 
Guidance of my Redemer; and fince he is_ 


anointed by GOD to be a Prophet, in pro- 
mulging the Law of the moſt High; a Prieſt, 
in offering up himſelf a Sacrifice for Sin; and 
a King, in ruling over us, and appointing Of- 
ficers and Miniſters in his Church on Earth; 
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I will obſerve his Teaching, rely on his At- 
tonement, and ſubmit to his Authority, re- 
joycing that I have ſo divine a Saviour. 

I am ſenſible, that the merciful JESUS is 
the CHRIST, or true Mefiab, foretold in 
ancient Ages, the Anointed of the Logo, the 
promiſed Seed, which was to bruiſe the Serpents 
Head; being expected by the Fathers, fore- 
told by the Prophets, repreſented by Types, 
which were all tulfilled in him, who was ihe 
Defire of all Nations. 

Ano to qualify Him for theſe great Ends, 

he was anointed with the Holy Spirit, and all 

his Gifts and Graces wee poured out and dif- 

fuſed on him, like ſweet Ointment, without 
meaſure, from vvheſe Fulneſs vve all receive. 

AND moreover, as Kings and Prieſis and 
Prophets were heretofore anointed, and ſet a- 

part to their reſpective Offices by material 

01; fo was FESUS CHRIST, by an hea- 
| venly anointing and Deſignation, conſecrated to 
be our KING, PRO HET and PRIEST. Ii, 

To give Laws unto his People, to govern, and 

protect us in all Dangers, and to ſubdue our 

ghoſtly and bodily Enemies; and, 2d!y, To 

teach, reveal, and interpret the Will of GOD 

the 
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the Father to the world; and, 3dly, To bleſs 
us, and to offer up himſelf a Sacrifice, and 
perpetually to make Interceſſion for us, till 
Time ſhall be no more. 

FURTHERMORE, it not being in the 
Power of any created Being to accompliſh a 
Series of ſuch wonderful Bleſſings, it pleaſed 
the moſt adorable JESUS (the Son of 
GOD by ineffable Generation, who did, from 
all Eternity, derive his Godhead from the Fa - 
ther, being he Brightneſs of his Glory, and the 
expreſs Image of his Perſon, ) to undertake this 
great work: who, by his infinite Mercy, ( as 
the only Sox of GOD, the only begotten, full 
of Grace and Truth, in vvbom the Fuher is 
wvell-pleaſed, ) hs the ſure Anchor of 
Hope to all Sinners. 

AND now ſitteth at the Right Hand of 
GOD, as our LORD and powerful Inter- 
ceſlor, to mediate a Reconciliation to all re- 
turning Penitents, ſuftaining all things by bis 
Povver; to Whom all Homage is due, and 
every Knee vvbieb is in Heaven and Earth 
ſhould lowly bovv. 

Las TI, he being KING of Kings, and 
Author ef this new Creation, has more parti- 

| cularly 


AND PRACTICE. 119 


cularly a Right to the Homage and Warſhip of 
us, Sinners, whom he has purchaſed with his 
own Blood: It muſt therefore be our indiſ- 
penſible Duty, at all times, not only to own 
his Dominion over us, with the moſt profound 
Humility ; but alſo for ever to love, revere, 
and, with all Alacrity, obey ſo powerful and 
endearing a Governour. 


A Thankſgiving to the S A- 
VIOUR of the World. 


PERMIT me, O Bleſſed JESUS, to of- 

fer thee my ſincereſt Thanks, for the great 
Honour thou once vouchſatedſt me, of coming 
into the world to fave me from my Sins. O 
that 1 might always bear in my Mind the 
great Bleſſing of Redemption wrought by 
thee, O compaſſionate JESUS! that, as a 
Captive freed from the greateſt Slavery, I 
may ſo live in this world, in conſtant and un- 
fei gned Obedience, as never to forfeit the Fa- 
your of GOD, and run the Hazard of loſing 
eternal Happineſs again. 


An 
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An Act of Reliance on Jeſus | 
Cheſt.  - 


N thee, O holy JESUS, the only Son of 
GOD, I put my full Truſt and Confidence, 
in all Dangers, and under all Neceſſities ; hum- 
bly beſeeching thee, to whom I owe, not on- 
ly my Being, but well-being, apd who art my 
Defence and Support ( againſt all Oppoſition 
whatever) to deliver me from all my carnal 
and ſpiritual Enemies. 

As thou, O gracious GO D, haſt nahi 
Redeniption and Salvation for me; ſo enable 
me, by the Aſſiſtance and Comfort of thy he- 
ly Spirit, that, by a conſtant Courſe of Holi- 
neſs and Virtue here, I may obtain eternal 
Happineſs in the Kingdom of Heaven here- 
after, there to reign with thee world without 
End. Amen, 


3 WW" HO was * oh the Holy 
ij born of the Virgin Ma⸗ 


8 PR, 15 ; Chriſt ſaid to be conceived by 
the Holy Ghoſt? A. 
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A. As the Holy Ghoſt was the Cauſe of 


the Virgin's conceiving him in a very extra- 

ordinary manner, and beyond Nature. Luke I. 

35. The Holy Ghoſt [hall come upon thee, and 

the Power of the Highe/t ſhall overſhadow thee , 

and therefore alſo that holy Thins, which ſhall 

be born of thee, ſhall be called the Son of God. 
DQ. Why was Chriſt conceived in this wonder- 

ful Manner? 


A. Altho' he was made Man, and conceiv- 
ed and born of a Woman, yet it might not be 
in the ordinary manner of other Men, to ſhew 
the Dignity of his Perſon, and the Power of 
GOD, that he might be free from any origi- 
nal Stain or Pollution, beins like Man in 
every thing, Sin only excepted; therefore he is 


called the holy Thins which ſhould be born of a 
Vi gin. | 


©, What is meant h bis being 1 of a 
Virgin? 

A. That his Body was made of the Sub- 
ſtance of his Mother's, as other Children are, 
and ſo produced and brought forth by her: 
Therefore he is called tbe Seed of the Woman, 
Gen. III. 15. and he is faid, Gal. IV. 4. to 
be made of a IVoman. 


1 Q 


kk 
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© 2 Why was be thus made, and born of 4 


Woman ? 
A. That he might be truly Man, as will at 


GOD; and that in our Nature which ſinned, 
he might ſuffer, and give Satisfaction to God's 
Juſtice for the Sins of Men, and accompliſh 


our Redemption. 


© My i bis Mother's Name, Mary , 

mentioned? 

A. To ſhew he was of the true Family and 
Lineage of David, which ſhe was known to 
be of; and therefore went 10 the City of David 
10 be taxed, Luke II. 4. and he was by the 


Jeu frequently called the Son of David, Matth. 


XV. 22. XX. 30. IX. 27. XXII. 42. It be · 


ing a known thing, that the Nat ab was to be 
1 that Family. 


The MEDITATION. 


BY this Article of the Chriſtian Faith we are 
taught to believe, that the Son of GOD, 
when he condeſcended to taxe upon him our 
Fleſh, was conceived free from Sin, by the 
e Power of the HIO LY GHO 87 


a 


UND. PRAGTICE 135 


uniting ours to his Divine Nature: That, 
in the Fulneſs of Time, he was born of a Vir- 
gin, becoming both GOD and Man in one 
Perſon, and, by this wonderful Conception, 
became the Seed of the Woman propheſy d of in 
ancient Times; who ſufficiently manifeſted 
his Godhead by the Miraculouſneſs of his 
Birth; from whence, as Man, he becomes a 
Subject capable of Sufferings; and, as God, of 
faffeien Satisfaction. 

Wu rk Ero I am obliged and | reſolved 
fo be moſt thankful for his miraculous Incar- 
nation; learning from hence to ſubmit to the 
meaneſt Condition, in order to do good, and 
to keep my Nature from Pollution; ſince 7e- 


ſus Chrift hath ſandtified it, and united it to 
his Divinity. 


An Addreſs to the Bleſſed Je- 


ſus Incarnate. 


0 Moſt adorable Humility: who haſt con- 

deſcended to leave thy Father's Boſom, 
and to come down from Heaven . 
thou haſt dwelt hom all Eternity.with God) 
to be made Man, by being born of a Woman, 


be 
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be dealt & to | uſtain* me coir ths 1 


ties of that frail State, which thou haſt been 


graciouſly pleaſed to ſubject thy ſelf to, in or- 
der to accompliſh the Salyation of the world. 
CLransE me from the Corruptions of 
human Nature, which (when the Holy Gho/# 
came upon the Virgin, and the Power of the 
Lis beſt overſhadowed her) in thy immaculate 
Conception thou wert free from; that, being 
regenerate by the holy Spirit of GOD, and 
born again unto Righieouſneſs, J may at length 
be Partaker of thy divine Nature, and live 


with Thee to all Eternity in the higheſt Hea- 


ven... Amen. 


The End of the Sixth Leflure. 
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